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Prior General’s Message

Dear Rev. Fathers and Brothers

A man was walking down the beach one day
and came across hundreds of tiny starfish that
had washed up on shore. He immediately began
to pick up as many as he could and throw them
back in the ocean. He repeated this over and over, until another man
walked up and asked him what he was doing. Isn’t it obvious, said
the man. All these starfish will die if we won’t get them back in the
water. Please help me.

The second man replied. What is the use? You will never be able to
get them all back in the water. So what difference does it make? The
man bent down, picked up just one starfish and tossing it back into
the water said, it makes a difference to this one.

There is a new virus: it is called “CNBD” virus. The religious
community system is badly infected with this new virus: CNBD —
Can Not Be Done. Any new idea or initiative will be blocked. That
iswhy changing things in religious communities often men as changing
people with all the pains and conflict that involves.

Yes, We Can. These three words of Barak Obama made the history
of American election different. “If you think you can’t, you are
right, you can’t”, says Henry Ford. By God’s grace, yes, we can—
this is the mantra we have to recite. What is impossible with man is
possible with God (Lk. 18:27). With God all things are possible (Mt.
19:26). With St. Paul we can say, “I can do everything through him
who gives me strength”. (Phil. 4:13)
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The Lord had a very serious question to Elijah. “What are you doing
here?” (1 Kings 19:9) Elijah had a ready and purpose driven response,
“Lord God Almighty, I have always served you—you alone.” “With
zeal | have been burning for the honour of the Lord “(I Kings 19:10).
Lord’s question to Elijah is still relevant to every CMI. Whatam |
really doing? Every CMI community shall ponder over, “What
are we really doing here?”

Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind
man told him, “Lord, | want to see.” (Mk. 10:51). Do we ask the
Lord, Am I doing the right thing, Lord? Is this what you want me
to do?

The story is told that one day a beggar by the road side asked for
alms from Alexander the great as he passed by. The man was poor,
wretched and had no claim on the king. Yet Alexander threw some
gold coins. A courtier was astonished at his generosity and
commented; Sir copper coins would adequately meet a beggar’s
needs. Why give him gold? Alexander lifted his head and responded,
copper coins would suit the beggar’s need, but gold coins suit
Alexander’s giving. Is there any lesson for CMIs from the
Alexander the great?

“Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the
temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from
those going into the temple courts. When he saw Peter and John
about to enter, he asked them for money. Peter looked straight at
him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” So the man gave
them his attention, expecting to get something from them. Then Peter
said, “Silver or gold | do not have, but what I do have I give you. In
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the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” (Acts:3: 2-6). Yes we
have to discern the true and genuine needs of the people, walking an
extramile. Yes, People come to ask us based on their expectation of
what we could offer: admission, appointment or money. Is there
any lesson for CMIs from St. Peter at the gate Beautiful?

Pope Francis said, a curia that does not criticize itself, that does not
update itself, that does not seek to improve itself becomes a sick
body. St. Mother Teresa challenges us “to give God a chance”. Is
there any lesson for CMIs from Pope Francis and St. Mother
Theresa?
We should make a genuine diagnosis to identify the real need in the
place of superficial appearance.”Strive first for the kingdom of God
and his righteousness and all will be given to you as well” (Mt. 6:33)
When winds of change blow, some run for shelter; some build
windmills. Any breakthrough in life demands a break with.. Evenina
new setting, if we don’t change the direction we are headed we will
end up where we are going (Chinese saying). We have no reason to
be complacent to stop trying to become qualified for the mission we
are engaged in.

Life isan onward journey. There are many ways of going forward
but only one way of standing still. We know the battle ahead will
be long, but always remember that no matter what obstacles stand in
our way, nothing can withstand the power of the Spirit calling for
change. Be careful what you wish for, it may come true.

Fr. Paul Achandy CMI
Prior General
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Editorial
Living the Present

Someone said, “to live in the present is tense; that is why we call it,
present tense.” The tension that is part of the momentous life is of the
difficulty in making choices. The momentousness of the choice makes
every moment of our choices tense. The anxiety and tension of the
moment generate the adrenaline which impels us to act. We have
witnessed it on India-Pak border recently. We can choose to act or
not to act in the present, which is our freedom. But if we choose to
act, which way we act is so important. When sophistication comes
inthe way of our choices, it becomes all the more difficult to discern
and make the right choice and not to be swayed and swallowed by
the currents in different directions.

The demands on a CMI religious, resulting from his response to the
divine call and the Great Commission, can make him tense in more
than one way. First of all, as CMIs, we carry the legacy of so many
stalwarts from the past whose timely action steered the course of
the history of Syro-Malabar Church and Kerala Church. St. Chavara
Kuriakose Elias and Fr. Thomas Palackal and Fr. Thomas Porukara,
the founders, have tremendously influenced and chartered the course
through the founding of the first indigenous religious congregation in
1831 at Mannanam. It has been a tightrope walking which they had
to undertake in seeing the seedling of a renewal movement kept
alive and kicking. The equations of their relationships to various
people and authorities had an influence in the way their thoughts
shaped, namely, to the royal authorities of Travancore and the rest
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of Kerala, the Italian Carmelite missionaries who were the
ecclesiastical hierarchs and overlords of an erstwhile independent
apostolic church, the British colonial superpower of the time to which
we may have had the slender affinity as belonging to another Christian
denomination, the subtle and historic linkage with the Chaldean Church
to which the Church of St Thomas used to lean on to receive their
bishops and looked at as a support to shake out the western
missionary domination, and the Dominican spiritual tradition to which
some of our founders, especially Fr. Thomas Palackal, had an
emotional and spiritual bond. And we know the narrow escape of
the CMI congregation from the ire of the Italian Carmelite hierarchs
leading to the ‘Seven Dolours,” if not more, of the congregation and
the retaliations and resulting stagnation that followed as a consequence
of airing the demand for bishops of the same rite and writing to the
higher ups. Mar Louis Pazheparampil, one among the ‘Dolours,’
became the bishop of Ernakulam later is an irony in history and a
vindication of their just resistance. Today, the congregation itself is
no exceptionand a victim to the divisive and divergent opinions which
prevail inthe Syro-Malabar Church interms of our liturgy and spiritual
roots for which our forefathers had to suffer a lot. We hope and pray
that in the days to come, this independent church will be able to hold
all its members as one and make the full use of its potential.

The establishment of independent Vicariates for the Syro-Malabar
Church on May 20, 1887 once again shook up the equations and
the role of the CMI members. There arose a realignment of powers
that be. Providentially, the congregation was kept united under special
privileges from Rome with a delegate who was not a choice of ours,
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as Prior General. The emergence of diocesan clergy and ecclesiastical
hierarchs to conduct the administration of the Syro-Malabar Catholics
slowly defined and restricted the sphere of activities of the religious
considerably. More of them turned their attention to education, social
work, publication, healthcare, and many other ministries of
evangelization. Even those religious congregations which never had
secular education in their charism started opening schools and
colleges in and outside of Kerala.

The pioneering mission work in many of the present dioceses like
Thalassery, Kothamangalam, Kanjirappally, Mananthavady,
Thamarassery, and Idukki, not to mention Tamilnadu and Karnataka
states, which were formed into dioceses in the subsequent years,
was carried out by many a pioneering CMI missionary. In the creation
of yet another sui juris Church, and its initial formation, namely, that
of the Syro-Malankara Church also our fathers had a major role to
play. The first Syro-Malabar exarchate, Chanda, established in 1962
outside the proper territory of Syro-Malabraians, was entrusted to
the CMlIs and a few more were added in the subsequent years to be
developed and handed over to the diocesan clergy as and when they
were ready to take over. Of course, more of an exception than a
rule, the members from the congregation headed some of the
ecclesiastical units as in the case of Mananthavady diocese once,
and at present in Mandya diocese. However, it is not our ultimate
mission and motto. The spiritual leadership and renewal of the people
have been safely entrusted with the CMIs for so many years even
after the establishment of the hierarchy, whether it was in the field of
liturgical reforms, indigenization, retreat, devotions, prayer books,
literature and spirituality, liturgical music, art, etc. Over the years,

8 I } Sepetember 2016; No. 232




| &0/ PIMEMUO }

many parallel or alternative organizations and systems came up at
the diocesan level or inter-diocesan level. Yes, we lived the legacy of
‘doing all good which our eye could see.” The congregation was
founded to produce saints in an apostolic church that had been “sterile’
in that respect, to quote our own founder. And hence, ultimately, the
congregation should be ready to run for the rescue of the mother
church as and when that was demanded of us whether it is in Kerala,
outside or wherever. It should be at the service of the universal church.
Years went by and generations came one after another. The diversified
missionary and apostolic fronts were shared by a few more religious
congregations which were established here in later years and many
more international religious congregations which opened their houses
and institutions in Kerala and the rest of India. With the limited territory
to operate within, one main reason behind the concentrated presence
of CMlI institutions in Kerala, and the number of religious bursting in
the seams, it was quite natural that we had to look at the global front
seeking education and missionary opportunities with the challenge of
equipping ourselves to be ready to work anywhere in the world. The
traditional character and mode of operation within India changed
dramatically, in the fields of pastoral work, of education, publication
and healthcare which were some of the areas that could be seen as
the forte of our apostolic front. Many religious congregations emulated
our tradition. The left-leaning society of Kerala, caught in a
philosophical fix and freeze, empowered by the educational and
literary revolution spearheaded by our own predecessors and the
new media culture with stiff competition and rivalry contributed to
shake up the traditional mode resulting in the educational front
becoming stagnant, if not obsolete. The family orientation, size and

Sepetember 2016; No. 232} { 9




| &::OMPIMEMBYDO |

attitude of the people underwent dramatic changes with the community
base becoming so diffused through migration and the family bond
getting challenged drastically. The money order economy, international
exposure, etc., changed the overall attitude of the people towards

Church and religion altogether. The finesse required in character, the
ethical base and foundation, etc., started taking a back seat in the
training of new generations as our walk and talk started going in
different directions. Our own attitude may have undergone changes
through which some amount of alienation happened in our relationship
and approach to our own people. Without our knowledge, whether
good or bad, the generational divide and attitudinal evolutions of the
emerging batches of CMIs also forced us to adapt our ministries, if
not our attitude and approach to religious life altogether, in a new
light.

World is tired of “charming liars” and “trendy priests and bishops,”
Pope reminded in his address to the newly appointed bishops while
addressing them this month, September 2016. While adapting to the
present, what matters is quality in the intrinsic sense, not the trends,
and hence the commitment comes to the fore in planning for future.
We have to identify the niche areas for our future ministry and the
specific emphases we want to give to our ministry. The core
competencies in our ministerial front are going to show forth to the
world in the years to come. While all ministries are our legacy we
will have to zero in or concentrate on some core ministries, not at the
expense of other ministries and witnessing we do in frontier ministries
or social involvement. What we identify, whether it is education, which
all our founders were very keen on and were educationists themselves,
or global mission, as our tradition enjoined us to reach out wherever
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our presence was needed, counts so much for our future. Our
missionary involvement extends from Ambikapur to Arunachal
Pradesh and from Babel to Brazil. These could be long term priorities
as our commitment to the mission territories under our care would
require a host of services that are part of our commitment. Ifitis
global mission, or if we include education as well, our formation should
take up necessary steps to equip ourselves to the varying demands
of global missions and the world of knowledge, in terms of culture,
liturgy, language, mores, and so many other factors. “More effective
Training for the Global Mission: Based on the experience of the
members who have already launched into global missions, it is
suggested that more effective pastoral preparation (i.e., including
equipping them with language proficiency, initiation into local cultures
and traditions, liturgical practices, etc.) is arranged for all those who
are assigned for mission either in developed or developing
countries....,” so it goes from our own Plenary Assembly documents
(No. 61, General Plenary Assembly 2016, Prior General’s Circular).
If it is education that we give singular priority, we can think of
ecclesiastical and secular streams. In education, irrespective of secular
or sacred, we need a large pool of educators, namely, effective and
qualified teachers, educationists, administrators, life-long learners,
scholars, etc., and this can be a decision that affects many of our
ministries at this time and even in the selection procedure and
recruitment of candidates to our congregation. Those who opt
education as a mission, all the more should be able to pursue this
field with specialization, passion, dedication and commitment. How
do we earmark sufficient personnel and plan their training are at the
heart of such a decision. The great vision of our founding fathers did
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not have any division as secular or sacred in education, and it should
actas real inspiration to surpass our petty ego, envy, reference group
mentality and rivalry, at the same time recognizing the strictly spiritual
dimension of ecclesiastical formation and training. We need a large
pool of resource to choose from in terms of personnel as many of
them get chosento bi inthe administration field limiting their productive
teaching years to the minimum. Stringent norms and guidelines govern
us in these respective fields, namely, the Roman Dicastery and Central
and State Governments respectively and the demand to comply with
those norms and more should be the priority. The future and prospects
of secular education are very much dependent on the political powers
that be in the governance of our country, given the trends of National
Education Policy being revamped and even the history of the nation
being rewritten according to the whims of emerging communal forces.
What we perceive as the glitz and glamour of secular education could
just be momentary with the entry of corporate world and business
houses, international agencies and philanthropists entering the field in
abig way where it becomes no more the exclusive, comfortable and
safe zone of service for the religious who were significant players in
the past.

Fr. Sebastian Thekkedathu CMI
General Councillor for Education and Media
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HINGANGHAT MISSION OF CHANDA (1973 1980)
from zero point with zerobudgeting)

Fr. James Kurissery CMI

After | came back to Bellampalli leaving B.Ed. course in company
with Fr. Daniel Thottakara cmi at H.M.Patel English Institute in \Vallabh
Vidyanagar, Anand in Gujarat in August 1973, the Regional Superior
Fr. Joseph Velamparampil offered my priestly service to the
Ordinariate of Chanda in the month of September. The Exarch Msgr
Januarius appointed me to take up the initial work for starting a
mission center in the region of Warora, Jam and Hinganghat - it was
his long dream - with residence at Sumthana, assisting Fr.Eugine
Thomas, whatever way possible.

I made my survey in Warora, saw certain available land, all lying

idle, barren and dry without even a single shade tree in the
neighborhood and came back to Balharshah, with a negative
impression. The following day | contacted through Fr. Mathew
Manikompel the Diocesan Finance Officer Mr. Appu Kottai, the
Manager of Laxmi Talkies at Hinganghat to fix an appointment with
him. Mr. Appu welcomed my visit promising he would do everything
possible to start the mission in Hinganghat.

As agreed | reached his residence traveling by Dakshin Express
from Balharshah, enjoyed a Malayalee breakfast with Appu’s family
and both of us set out to see the available and useful plots on the
western side of Madras — Delhi railway route, touching the present
National High Way 7 (47). However | fixed my attention on Daga
Gardens where the present mission campus is developed. I asked
Mr. Appu to find out all the details of this plot. He said that he would
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do itwillingly. I came back to Balharshah and reported details to the
Exarch. He was very happy over it, but he didn’t know wherefrom
he would be able to arrange finance for its purchase. In the meantime
search was going on to buy a land in Balharshah on the initiative of
Fr. Manikompel and another one in Balapur at the interest of Fr.
Sebastian Thattil.

Report came from Mr. Appu, that the owner Mr. Daga was quoting
Rs.1,25000.00 for the gardens which is of 20 acres in area, with
two deep wells with Pump sets installed, more than thirty orange and
sweet lemon trees, two large Gooseberry trees, half an acre of guava
trees, three acres wheat field, two out houses, cattle sheds and a
strong steel gate, besides a few steel benches. Monsignor went with
me and had a direct survey of the garden. He was very much
impressed. | told him that nowhere in our mission we have a place to
rest in the shade, nor a couple of fruit trees to pluck and eat. Let’s go
for this garden. Again the money problem came up. However, he
was wise and shrewd enough. He didn’t want to part with my
proposal. He had a talk with St. Lutgardis in Sewagram, who was
the Superior of Sisters of St. John the Baptist. He knew that she was
not happy with the land in Sawangi which Fr. George Pullankav cmi,
the Parish priest in Wardha had purchased for her Sisters . Monsignor
suggested to Sr. Lutgardis to go and see the new land in discussion.
Fortunately Mother Norberta the Superior General and Fr. Josef
Schultheis the Superior General of Johannes Bund in Germany reached
Wardha during these days. They all came to Hinganghat. Fr. Callistus
also happened to be with them. Monsignor and myself reached there
from Balharshah. It was an “Indo-German Sangamam” in a future
paradise. To be short Monsignor suggested to divide the land into
two of 16 and 4 acres between the sisters and the parish respectively.
Willy Nilly I had to say “yes”. In the meantime | had tried for a land
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of Dr.Chaterji which was seven acres in area, but he was quoting a
higher price of Rs.6000.00 per acre. There was neither proper
approach road to the land nor water sources. So | gave it up.

The purchase process began by authorising Mr.Appu to initiate the
bargain with Daga Family. In the meantime Sr. Lutgardis contacted
Mr. George at Nagpur who was the area supervisor of ESSO
Petroleum company. He knew Mr. Daga in Gondwana Club at
Nagpur. Monsignor made on, Jan. 17, 1974, an offer of Rs. one
lakh for the garden, every thing mentioned above inclusive. Dagaji
accepted the offer after a couple of days and confirmed the sale
deed through Mr. George.

The latter came to Chandrapur on his routine tour on Jan.22 and
there I reached him a Bank cheque of Rs. 25,000.00 in favour of
Mr. Daga issued by Monsignor Januarius as advance amount. The
deal was getting finalized. Sr. Lutgardis communicated to Monsignor
that she would prefer the land touching the National Highway. He
solicited for my opinion; | told Monsignor that Sisters’ desire be
agreed to.

On May 28 Mr. Kuriachan, the B & C Engineer at Hingangaht whom
I had already befriended made arrangements with land surveyor to
measure the land and divide into two plots. He represented me,
whereas Srs. Rose and Prasada came from Wardha and in their
presence the demarcation was made.

After aweek Srs. Lutgardis, Abhaya and Rose came from Wardha
to Hinganghat with Mr. Dafade the Engineer and we decided on the
required renovation on both the Outhouses at the gate. In June 1974
Sisters arranged cement purchase with “Air condition” George at
Nagpur who was known to Sr. Abhaya from home. He arranged
100 bags of cement which reached Hingangaht by night. Engineer
Dafade, Sisters and myself came to the garden on the following day
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to see the cement. It was adulterated. We had to ask the good
Malayalee friend to take back his generous supply. Those days there
was shortage of cement and government control was there. Sisters
had to purchase cement from other reliable sources for the renovation
work.

Opening of school:

At the insistence of local people we made arrangements in the month
of August with Smt. Sheela Rani Chunnilal Khanuja to open St.
John’s School in a section of her house. | reached the furniture from
Balharshah on August 14 itself. Eventhough we were late to place
order for it, Fr. Mathew Vathalloor of Bal Bhavan Workshop got it
ready well in time. Sisters opened the School on August 15, 1974
hoisting National Flag on Independence Day. Sisters started staying
there itself in aroom adjacent to the class room. I continued my up-
down motor bike ride between Sumthana and Hinganghat, some
times spending a night or two with Kuriachan and Thankamma family
(Jacobite but fully catholic in practice).

On September 22, 1974 Msgr. Januarius blessed both the Outhouses
and Sisters occupied the one on the left at the entrance and myself
the other one. The S.D.O. of Higanghat Mr. Deshmukh was present
on the occasion of this simple blessing ceremony. During the tea
Monsignor explained the vision and mission behind this new endeavour
which could be realized only with the good will and support of the
Government officers like Mr. Deshmuk and the local people like Mr.
Appu Kottai. The S.D.O. promised his full support for this new
venture. Inthe meantime the finalization of land registration was going
on. Itwas required that the Society of Sisters gets permission from
the S.D.O. for the purchase of land, since it didn’t have any landed
property in India on its name. The application had already been
submitted.
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Now comes up corruption oriented temptations. Mr.Appu told me
that the S.D.O was asking for some money to pass the order of land
transaction. | asked him to approach the S.D.O. through some people
who were close to him. After a few days Mr.Appu reported me
that Mr.Chunnilal and advocate Nagale the lawyer of Mr. Daga had
met the S.D.O. But it seemed that he insisted on certain amount. |
was forced to guess that some foul play was going on. | told my
friend Mr.Appu that we didn’tmind closing down the school and
arrange the Sisters’ service somewhere else. Paying bribe, | told
him bluntly, is not our mission; we are here to preach truth and
justice through our life; if we start our mission with bribe it will be
great injustice to ourselves and we will be betraying our own mission.
The message of paying something to the S.D.O. had already reached
Sr. Lutgardis through Mr. Nagale and Mr. George. The fear struck
all, that once the agreement was not carried out we would lose the
advance amount Rs. 25000.00. | met the S.D.O. personally at his
residence and reminded him politely the promise he had made to the
Monsignor. He told me that he would pass the order.

Meanwhile Sr.Lutgardisand Mr. George had contacted Monsignor
and intimated the situation asking for his advice. Monsignor chose
the lesser evil telling them to decide what ever they felt proper. Naturally
they took it for granted. The following day Mr. George had been to
Hinganghat and told me about the conversation with the Monsignor
and he had come to collect that particular amount from Sr. Lutgardis
as she was that day in Hinganghat and to hand over the same to Mr.
Nagale. It was around 4.30 p.m. I rushed to the Office of the S.D.O.,
met him there and got his promise confirmed. I told him that | wanted
to get the order the following day itself, since the registration date
had been finalized. He asked me to meet him on the following day
afternoon at 2.30. | came back to the garden. Mr.George was waiting
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for me. I told him that I would reach the order the following day
before 5.00 p.m. The following day | went to the Office of the S.D.O.
He was dictating his order to the clerk. | had to sit there for 40
minutes enjoying a cup of hot teawhich he offered. The order got
ready. Thanking him I rushed immediately to Nagpur on my Yezdi
motor bike and handed over the order to Mr. George before 5.00
p.m. Nosingle pie was paid. | am still proud of it.

Digging well:

I brought Fr. Christian cmi from Ettapalli to Hingangaht on October
17,1974 to locate spot for digging a well on Church land. He showed
a point and we started the work. Alas, spread out black rock ! We
went on blasting from a depth of 3 meters. The work went on up to
20 feet blasting all through. It seemed that there was no hope of any
water source. | stopped the work. After some time a French Sister
came to the garden, whom Sr. Lutgardis had invited to spot water
resource for school premises. I made use of the occasion. The present
well with plenty of water was her spotting.

Priests’ Residence:

Before starting planning for construction of residence I approached
the S.D.O. and he clearly told me that | didn’t require any permission
for constructing residence, cattle shed and store room. | met the
Exarch at Balharshah on Nov. 14, 1974 and submitted my plan for
residence. He approved the plan and the estimate and sanctioned
Rs. 60,000.00 for the same. We started the foundation excavation
onJanuary 5, 1975. After a couple of weeks, mason Mr.Felix and
his team joined the work. In the meantime | contacted Fr.\Werner
cmi who was my Prefect and Philosophy Professor, for some financial
help to beautify the chapel in the residence with mosaic tiles, something
new in Chanda Mission those days. He was very much positive.
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Laying of tiles took place as planned. But it went short of 25 tiles.
How to get it from Chandrapur? The main supplier those days was
Chavan Tiles Factory on Mul road. | purchased the tiles and packed
in five bundles, loaded on cycle rikshaw and reached the railway
station. Now how to carry them to the platform on the other side. |
didn’t have much money. I myself carried them bundle by bundle to
the other side crossing over the rail and got into the passenger train
inthe evening. This was the way with the minimum sum I completed
the present Priest’s house Jeevan Jyoti. Its blessing took place on
July 6, 1975 by the hands of Monsignor in the presence of S.D.O.,
Thahsildar, B.D.O. and other friends of Hinganghat and a large
number of our Fathers and Sisters from all over the Exarchate, even
though the Exarch wanted to make the function very simple. The
dance program by the little tots of our school made the evening
really colourful, inspite of light shower.

Fr. Joseph Koyikara of Babupeth contributed a major item of
expendicture of this evening by supplying chicken from his poultry
and rice from his Khabarsthan field. Timely help of Fr. Callistus, who
was those days posted in Lakadakkot, made the meals delicious
and sumptuous. Small contributions from certain friends enabled me
the beautification of the campus with rose garden, fish tank, cattle
shed and a small Boarding. Fr. Felician cmi made an offer of Rs.
175.00 for the memory of his late mother Ms. Rosa Vadakumchery
to install an altar in the prayer hall.

Once the prayer hall was ready we wanted to celebrate the first
Christmas there solemnly. Sr.\eena the Head Mistress of the school
had by this time established some contact with the youth in the town.
She told me that we could get the service of Datta Orchestra group
for Christmas. | told her that it would be wonderful. But at the same
time I insisted that she should try to give some coaching in the
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Christmas Mass hymns. She did it. More than 35 youth and their
friends and a few parents as well as our close neighbor Poddar Family
turned up for the midnight Mass. There were 23 Christians also
besides our Sisters. In all more than a hundred people. The message
givenwas on “insanieth” - humanism leading to divinism—*“Aham
Brahmasmi”* and neighbourly love. Jesusisborn raising the humans
to the status of God giving him respect and acceptance. After the
Mass some of the elderly persons told me that they had thought that
I would be preaching on conversion !! Thank God, I spoke only of
love, mutual respect and social acceptance. We had sharing of
cakeand tea. It was a wonderful Christmas night.

Social Service:

The next thought was how to make an entry into the neighbouring
villages. I had always told Monsignor that | would prefer to starta
mission center with easy approach both to the town and to the villages,
so that the facilities of the town are made available to the villages.
We had already set in motion the contact to the town.

Now how to make entry without making any commotion of
conversion. Rumors were already strong in the villages that Americans
were mixing anti-pregnancy powder in wheat and other edible items
which are supplied by the government. It was a time when American
Peace Corps groups were working in different parts of the country.
I metthe S.D.O. Mr. Khade and suggested to him the possibility of
introducing CRS Food for work program. He said that it would be
very beneficial to the people. This great man had a Christian
background from Naginabad in Chandrapur.

After afew days Mr. Khade himself along with the Thahsildar and
the B.D.O. came to me and asked whether we could work together.
I said: “with pleasure, this is what | was dreaming of.” Then they told
that the Government was running E.G.S.(employment guaranty
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scheme) but it was not getting sufficient labour support as the daily
wage was only Rs. 3.00. I told them that | combine my programme
with EGS; we may pay the labourer 3 kg wheat per day and 1 litre
of oil once aweek. They said that in that case there would be plenty
of workers. They took the responsibility of transporting the material
to the work site. 1 put up the application to C.R.S. in Bombay with
a copy to Fr. Pullankav the consignee for Wardha Zone. It was
sanctioned and a truck load of wheat and oil cartons from Wardha
reached my store in 15 days.

The Government officers introduced me and the scheme to the
villagers. This was the entry point of our mission in villages in
Hinganghat Tahsil. The program went on well for three months and
as the monsoon started we closed it down. The farmers then started
coming to me asking help for deepening old wells and digging new
wells, cleaning land and making bunds. The M.L.A. from Samudrapur
Mr. Devthale sent letters of recommendation requesting help from
us for certain farmers. | kept contact with 13 villages helping them
through the C.R.S. program.

One evening there came to me a young man well dressed and started
questing me regarding C.R.S. supply. He was behaving like a Police
Officer. I asked him who he was and told him to behave decently if
he wanted any information from me. He went on questioning. | told
him to go and put his questions to the S.D.O. and he would give him
answer. Finally he left the place. After half-an-hour he came back
and asked politely in which all villages we were working and what
we were doing. | mentioned to him names of some villages and asked
him to go there and get direct details. He left a bit disappointed. The
following week I had been to the S.D.O’ s residence to say hallo
before | left for Bangalore to attend a seminar for the youth in
NBCLC. It was 7.30 in the morning. Mr. Appu was waiting for Mr.
Khade the S.D.O. He asked if | read the report against the mission
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in the News Paper. | enquired: “What news” ? He said that there
was anews item in the local News Paper telling that American
food stuffs are sold in the market. 1 asked him not to take it serious.
Mr. Khade heard our conversation from his room. He came out and
asked what was the matter. Mr. Appu explained. Mr. Khade asked
me to proceed to Bangalore and he would see to the news item. It
was the emergency time.

I came back from Bangalore after a week. Sisters told me that
certain man had come to meet me several times and he would be
coming again that day. He came by noon, introducing himself as the
proprietor of the press where the News Paper was printed. He said
that the S.D.O. had asked him to get a letter from me accepting his
apology on publishing misleading news. He made his apology telling
that he was unaware of the news item. Both of us had sufficient
interface and | told him there was no need of any letter; | would talk
the matter with the S.D.O. Surprisingly two hours later somebody
knocked at my door around 2.15. | opened the door. The Trio, the
SDO, the Tahsildar and the BDO were at the door. The SDO asked
me first : Father James, was that rascal of the press to you? I will
teach him a lesson. What do these rascals think of themselves? *

He had already threatened him with a warning of closing down his
press. | told the SDO to leave him alone without further action. That
was the end of it. However | waited for a chance to make use of his
service in our Gospel mission. A year later was the Episcopal
ordination of Monsignor Januarius. Mr. Ravi Kottai the son of
Mr.Appu proposed to me that we should get some supplement
printed in his paper at his cost. | found it very enthusing. Ravi himself
arranged everything. Four pages supplememt on Chanda and its new
Bishop was brought out in red print. We were given 300 copies of it
free of cost, which we distributed in Balharshah at the felicitation
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after the new Bishop was garlanded by the famous elephant ‘RAMU’.
Articles from Sr.\eena, Advocate Mr. Bhandekar etc. were there,
with a lot of appreciation on Hinganghat mission unit.

Fund raising for School:

The school strength rose up. More class rooms were required. We
had to shift the school from the rented house to the Garden. There
was no finance. Sr. Lutgardis was not very much in favour of starting
the school. It was my pressure on the Monsignor which moved her
to accept the proposal of starting school, and she agreed to run it
only up to class 4. There was no fund foreseen for school buildings.
We spread a news in the town that school may be closed down as
there was no fund for constructing proper class rooms. I gotareliable
news that Mr. Gopaldas Mohta family in Akola was willing to donate
land for school in the town. Everybody in the town welcomed the
idea, as it will be much convenient for the public. We made a study
over it. This family had 20 acres of land in the heart of the town,
which was attached to Income Tax Dept. The Mohtas said that they
would get 3 acres of it exempted for educational purpose and will
donate to us. Sr. Veena and myself proceeded to Akola, had one
day stay there in their palatial house and discussed on their proposal.
We fixed a date to meet again at Hinganghat. As it was planned both
the parties reached the old garden of late Gopaldas Mohta and we
had one hour meeting. Before this scheduled meeting took place
Advocate Mr.Thrivedi of Wardha whom Sr. Lutgardis had delegated
to make a draft contract together with the Lawyer of Mohta family,
had done their job well and it was presented in our meeting. We
found most of the clauses acceptable. The last clause that was most
demanding read thus: “In case the school was closed down on any
ground the entire property, with all our investment there, shall go to
the donor of the land.” Out right we had to object it and there ended
the grand offer !!
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There was certain Marwadi Society in Hinganghat. Its members
approached us that they would construct the required buildings with
necessary classrooms on our land, provided we were ready to name
the school after their society and 25 percent of the admissions were
left to their choice. Unfortunately we could not accept the second
condition!

In the meantime effort was going on in Germany to find out sponsors.
I challenged the Sisters and the Staff to make a fund raising campaign.
One Saturday afternoon in March 1977 our team consisting of
Sr.\eena, Sr. Sudhara, Mrs. Bhandari, Miss Joseph and myself set
inmotion the first collection. This was visiting all the shops and houses
on the main road of Hinganghat. It was a grand success. In three
hours door to door request we could collect Rs. 7600.00. After a
week the Proprietor of Great Bombay Circus which had its show in
the town came to meet me and handed over Rs.500.00 for the school.
Mr. Appu also had come with him. I told them about the forthcoming
Episcopal ordination of Bishop of Chanda. The Proprietor said that
we should make it grand. I asked him why shouldn’t we garland the
new Bishop by an elephant. He agreed to my suggestion and promised
to do it by Ramu the famous elephant which had its role in film “Hathi
mere Sathi”. On March 31, 1977 two elephants from Hinganghat
reached Balharshah. Ramu accompanied by other elephant garlanded
the Bishop at the grand reception after his consecration.

New life to Chanda Samachar:

The Chanda Samachar (diocesan News Bulletin) was dormant for
some time. The Bishop wanted to revive it. He came all the way to
Hinganghat in the last week of October 1977 to convince me of
taking up that job. I agreed on the condition that there should be an
editorial board and the bulletin should cover not news alone but views
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as well. This Team consisting of Fr. K.D. Chacko, Fr. K.S. Joseph,
Fr. Koyikaraand myself brought out the first issue before Christmas
1977.

Recognition for the School:

The school buildings started coming up in the garden. Classes were
shifted there. Sr. Lutgardis agreed to run the school up to Std.vii.
Recognition of the school was next issue. I insisted that the parents
should take the pains to get the school recognized. Sr.Veena the
Head Mistress convened Parents’ Body meeting. Bishop Januarius
was in the chair. I made the demand that the parents’ body elects a
committee whichwill do all the work regarding the recognition. Three
member Committee was elected. This committee went to Bombay,
met the Education Minister Mrs. Prabha Rau and invited her to visit
the school. She obliged. The visit took place. Without delay the school
got its recognition. During this period the convent of Sisters and the
Gruhini School were ready as residences and centers of activities
respectively. Jeevan Jyoti started Boys’ boarding.

Proposed Balharshah Bal Bhavan Technical School:

One fine afternoon in 1978 the Bishop and Fr. Mathew Manikompel
came to meet me at Hinganghat. The Bishop explained to me that
SEBEMO, an Austrian Agency had accepted the proposal of
opening a Technical Training School at Balharshah. He wanted that |
take over its responsibility.l told him that Higanghat would be a better
site for it, as there were two large cotton mills there and Buti Bori the
new industrial belt was coming up very fast, where the trainees might
get job and the workshop might get sufficient fabrication work.
However as it was planned for Balharshah, I had to say ‘no’ to the
offer. This project was later handed over to Montfort Brothers. This
is the present Montfort Technical School in Balharshah. Every thing
happened for the growth of the church.
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In the academic year 1979 — 80 I gave classes in Political Science
and Socilogy to the Aspirants in Thukum at the request of the then
Rector Fr. Mathew Vathallur riding 95 kms to Chandrapur on motor
bike once a week. Obliging to the decision of the Bishop, I said
farewell to Jeevan Jyoti on December 30, 1979 handing over charge
of a flourishing mission station with a wide range of human contacts
to Fr.Antony Cyriac Chirayath cmi.

The Tribute given in the farewell meeting in Laxmi Talkies, in the
heart of the industrial town, organized by Lawyers, Doctors, Business
Community, Bank officials and other citizens of Hinganghat reads
so:

To Rev. Fr. James, Jeevan Jyoti Church, Hinganghat.

Sir, The well known adage “He came, he saw and he
conquered” is really true as far as you are concerned. You
came here in the service of the Lord five years ago, but in
such a short span, you conquered our hearts, as much as your
curtsey and ready smile, as by your deep sympathy and sense
of service. You were a pioneer of the Church in Hinganghat
region and during your stewardship the Church put its roots
here and the good work has spread. What was once almost a
jungle has now flowered into a beautiful garden with graceful
buildings taking shape; thus rendering Nandgaon cross roads
and the Church periphery into a spot of infinite beauty. Under
your aegis different schemes for the benefit of the poor and
the destitute have been implemented to render philanthropic
service. Itis for these reasons that gossamer webs of friendship
and respect sprang up between you and ourselves and neither
distance can diminish the intensity, nor can the years weaken
them. We have no doubt that wherever you go, the good work
will go and strong bonds will spring up to bind minds and
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hearts together. We wish you a happy life in the service of the
Lord and humanity.

Hinganghat Yours ever
Dated 23-12-1979 (K.Appu, Family and friends)

Kaotha Mission: Leaving Hinganghat after establishing Jeevan Jyoti
Mission center with a priest’s residence, Boys’ Boarding, perennial
water source, cows and cattle shed, Fish tank, Rose garden, veg-
etation and other plantations and cultivations, a wide contact with
several villages and many parts of the town and maintaining regular
service to the small Christian community, | took charge of Kautha
Mission center from Fr.Panthenus Pookkat on December 31, 1979.
During my short stay of five months there I did the maximum to give
arenewed face to it. The first fridge landed in the house in January
1980. Following this I applied for telephone connection depositing
Rs. 6000.00. The distance to the exchange in Pulgaon was six kilo-
meters. To the reasons explained to the Bishop and the Provincial
Fr. Philip Neri | resigned from Kautha on June 01, 1980 handing
over the charge to Fr. Joseph Kozhikothickal
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Fr Saju Chackalackal CMI, Councilor for
Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry

Rev. Fr. Saju Chackalackal CMI (51) has been elected the General
Councilor for Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry on July 25, 2016.
He is also elected to serve as the Secretary of the General Council.
Carmelasandesam wishes him all the best and accords prayerful
wishes for effective ministry in the new capacity.

He belongs to Preshitha Province, Coimbatore and has been serving
onthe teaching faculty of Philosophy at Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram
(DVK), Bangalore for almost two decades. His checkered career
includes responsibilities like President of DVK, Dean of Philosophy,
Head of the Dept of Philosophy of Christ University, and Visiting
Professor to many institutions, prolific writer, editor of Journals and
books, etc. He did his doctoral studies at St Thomas University,
Rome.

He fills in the vacancy left by the sudden demise of Rev. Fr. George
Thanchan CMI who left for his heavenly abode on July 4, 2016.
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Namibian Corner...

St. Charles Lwanga Major Seminary

After a long gap here comes some Namibian News, where the CMI
Congregation is involved in two fields of apostolate, running the
National Major Seminary and working at the Namibian Catholic
Bishops’ Conference. It was a historic movement from the part of
the Namibian Catholic Bishops’ Conference to invite the CMI
Congregation and entrust them the newly erected St. Chlarles Lwanga
National Seminary in 1998. The CMI presence at that time limited
just to one, Fr. Thomas Manninezhath, as the starting Rector of the
Seminary. Eventually, the Seminary has grown into the present status
of an International Major seminary with five CMI priests, one local
OSFS priest and 24 residential students from the three dioceses of
Namibia, and also from South Africa. There were also students from
Botswana. There are also day scholars from two men and one women
religious congregations. Now that tiny seed planted almost 18 years
before has enormously taken the shape of a big banyan tree with its
luxurious foliage and strong network of roots under the strong
guidance of the present Rector, Fr. Benny Karuvelil, CMI (from
2008 onwards till the present time).

The Academic Scenario

St. Charles Lwanga Major seminary, named after the Ugandan saint
Charles Lwanga and companions, at present offers complete training
for diocesan candidates at three stages: one year Orientation program
for the beginners, two year Philosophy courses and four year
Theology program. The Philosophy and Theology programs are
accredited by the Namibian Government, under the ministry of Higher
Education and hence the Bachelors Degree as well as Diplomas we
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issue are approved and accepted in many countries at the level of
secular university degrees. The process of getting accredited was
long and arduous. The Namibian Qualification Agency did and will
do visit the campus and its infrastructure and check all the course
modalities (including the course syllabus) once in three years. The
academic year starts in the month of February and ends in November;
December and three weeks in January are closed for summer
holidays. The new academic year usually is inaugurated by the
Apostolic Nuncio together with all the bishops of Namibia with a
solemn Mass and other cultural paraphernalia from the students’ side.
Similarly, the seminary graduation ceremonies are also staged at the
end of the academic year in with due pomp and gaiety.

The seminary enjoys very good esteem from Rome, as the former
Nuncio was never reluctant to praise our Seminary in public forums.
The graduates from the seminary could enrol for higher studies in
Rome and other universities abroad. Some of such Alumni are
engaged in teaching in the seminary as part-time Staff members also.
The Seminary has a fully equipped audio video room, named St.
Chavara Hall, which is used for daily online classes by lecturers, as
far as from the Netherlands.

The seminary also has asmall but a modern and computerised library
with more than 1000 volumes of books and an additional 2500
electronic books available for the students. The facilities are open
also to students from other institutions or the Universities. And the
most heartening thing is that most of the students make use of the
facilities of the Library all throughout the day and even up to eleven
O’ clock in the night.

Psycho-Pastoral Involvements

Namibia, with its total population of around 2.2 million of which
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35% is Catholic, is known as a Christian country and the city of
Windhoek is blessed by the presence of many churches, catholic
and non-catholic. The students are regularly helping out in the Holy
Masses in our churches and they are also involved in teaching and
preparing candidates for first Communion and Confirmation in
different parishes and also in the Seminary itself. The students also
render guidance and leadership, according to the available time, in
many other special programs and occasions conducted in the parishes
under the label of Catholic Women’s League (CWL), Altar Servers
Association, Catholic Men’s League (CML), Couples for Christ,
etc., visiting the patients in the nearby hospitals and para-medical
institutions with consoling words and Christian messages are also
being taken up during week-ends and other holidays. These voluntary
and sometimes customary activities are serving as integral components
of a total formation that is the need for today.

Namibian Catholic Bishops’ Conference (NCBC)

The second field of our CMI service is the Namibian Catholic Bishops’
Conference. Fr. Thomas was the Secretary General of the Conference
for the past seven years, till he left for his province in the month of
March, 2016. At present Fr. Oliver Inchody is playing a
commendable role as the Programme Manager of Caritas Namibia
and National Director of the Catechetical department of NCBC. He
is in the final stage of codifying a catechetical manual for the whole
country, a task that was pending for almost 15 years now.

The CMI Presence
Four of our CMI members are full time staff at the seminary at present:
Frs. Benny Karuvelil (Rector), Cyriac Kannezhath (Bursar), John

Ettaniel (Dean of students) and Pradeep Aerthayil (Director of the
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Orientation students). Fr. Oliver Inchody is teaching as a part-time
lecturer in the faculty of theology and at the same time working full
time in the Namibian Catholic Bishops Conference (NCBC) Office.
The CMI fathers are also actively involved in the pastoral activities
in the parishes and other institutions around, offering more than one
mass on some Sundays. The seminary chapel itself is serving as a
quasi-parish and every Sunday the Holy Mass is attended by a good
number of faithful, especially from the different embassies around.
Our services are highly appreciated not only by the people but also
by the other priests and religious around. We also cater to the
intellectual and spiritual needs of many religious congregations by
taking classes and giving retreats and other spiritual services.

Other News

The CMI community in Namibia has always enjoyed the paternal
support of all our Prior Generals in the past all of whom have visited
us. We were extrmemly happy to have Fr. Paul Achandy (Prior
General) with us at the beginning of this academic year in the month
of February 2016. He gave the opening talk on the inauguration day,
in the presence of the all the Bishops of the country and also the
Chargé d’Affaires a.i. of Apostolic Nunciature, as the Nuncio could
not be present. All appreciated his insights and the Bishops thanked
him for the services the Congregation renders to the country and the
church in Namibia.

Fr. Thomas Manninezhath, who was the first CMI member here and
the first Rector of the Seminary, and who also was serving as the
Secretary General of the NCBC returned to his province after
commendable service of almost 18 years.
Prepared by Fr. Oliver Inchody, CMI
Windhoek
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Renovated St Kuriakose EliasChavara Research
Centre and Archives at St Joseph’s Monastery,

Mannanam
Fr. Jose Chennattuserry CMI

It was a felt need of the congregation to renovate the Archives and

protect the books and documents from being lost due to apathy and
negligence. The rich collection of the archives at Mannanam can be
traced back from the first account book of our congregation dated
from 1829 AD.
The renovation work of the Archives got started from the last week
of November 2015 and got completed by the February 2016. One
of the important steps in this process was the development of the
infrastructure so as to suit the needs of preservation process. It
involved, partition of the
hall into archives proper, work area (with fumigation chamber) and
reference section. The flooring and the ceiling were completely
redone. The wooden shelves were replaced with around twenty steel
shelves. In order to control the humidity inside the archives, it was
necessary to set up Air conditioning. The complete re-wiring was
taken up with all new electrical fittings and fire alarm system. The
digitization process necessitated the setting of new scanners for the
same purpose. The reference area with computer systems will be
available to the visitors so as to make use of the digital versions of all
the scanned copies of the manuscripts.

I. PROCESS OF CONSERVATION

1. We had taken up the conservation work with the guidance
of Fr Ignatius Payyappally of Ernakulam-Angamaly
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Archdiocese. The trained students from Hill Palace at
Tripunithara, Cochin was very useful for the conservation
work and it lasted for about ten months. Cleaning of all
documents, records and books (manuscripts and printed)was
done with soft brush to remove both dust and insects which
was the primary step of conservation. Once the records were
cleaned and they were kept in the fumigation chamber for
two weeks by using a chemical named Paradichlorobenzene
for killing the silver fish.

Lamination with Japanese Tissue paper

Single sheet documents, letters, damaged manuscripts and
printed books were laminated using imported Japanese tissue
paper. This particular lamination sheet gives better visibility
of the written and printed matter.

Binding

Single sheet documents, letters and damaged manuscripts
laminated with Japanese tissue are to be fixed on acid-free
(neutralized) handmade paper for binding. Records both
laminated or non-laminated were then wrapped in the acid-
free handmade paper either as bundles or as files.
Cataloging

Re-cataloging and rearranging of the records and documents
as well as manuscripts and library books were needed.
Cataloging could be done either subject wise or title wise.
Segregation in chronological order was also taken up.
Digitization

The existence of any Archive becomes meaningful wheniitis
maximum useful. In the present situation, digitization is one
of the best methods of making the archival material available
to the users. Digitization was taken up by scanning of the
important documents and manuscripts belonging to the period
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up to 1945 AD. All Syriac documents and manuscripts were

already digitized and digital copy is available in the Archives.

All digitized materials are made available for reference.

Il. Preservation

Archivists and conservators recommend wrapping the
records and documents that are fumigated and cleaned
with acid-free (neutralised) hand-made papers. Such
wrapping can protect the fragile and old records by
providing additional security. It can protect the records
from dust and dirt, too. According to present western
archival concepts, all records other than bound volumes
should be placed in some form of secondary enclosure
that give protection from dust, dirt and insects and make
transportation safe. It can also help even out fluctuations
in temperature and humidity causing damageto records
and climate for the growth of insects. Therefore, records
in the category of letters and paper documents were
wrapped in acid-free papers.

I. PHYSICALARRANGEMENTS

Arrangements of Documents, Manuscripts and Printed
Books are kept in open steel racks.

- Documents and Manuscripts are segregated language
wise (Syriac, English, Latin, Malayalam etc.)

- Early printed versions or books are segregated
language wise (Syriac, Latin, Malayalam, English,
Tamil etc.)

- Early printed Magazines are also to be segregated
language wise

- Palmleaves which are already treated with chemicals
are kept in boxes made of acid free paper.

Sepetember 2016; No. 232} | 61




| &::OMPIMEMBYDO |

Il. THEARCHIVE COLLECTION

The present Archives got its resourceful materials and rich
collections from the early books and documents of the
Monastery. The earliest of the collection from the Monastery is going
back to 1829, the main account book of the Monastery.
The assortment of collections incorporates Manuscripts, Printed
Books and Palm leaves. Most of the manuscripts are in Syriac and
Malayalam dialects. There are likewise many documents in English,
Latin, Tamil and different languages as well. The accumulation isan
awesome wellspring of data for any researcher about the life in Kerala
in the nineteenth and twentieth hundreds of years. Extraordinary
mention may be made of the first copies of all the books printed in St
Joseph’s press, Mannanam, which was founded by St Kuriakose
Elias Chavara in 1846. These are affirmations of the considerable
endeavours made by the CMI Priests, of their service, and its impact
onthe print media. The collection of palm leaves explains the antiquity
of the collection also.
Among the special collections, we have Catechism of Dr.
Joseph Kariattil,First account book of St. Joseph Monastery
Mannanam 1829 to 1930, Chronicles composed

by St Kuriakose Elias Chavara in 1846. These are affirmations of
the considerable endeavours made by the CMI Priests, of their
service, and its impact on the print media. The collection of palm
leaves explains the antiquity of the collection also.

Among the special collections, we have Catechism of Dr. Joseph
Kariattil,First account book of St. Joseph Monastery Mannanam
1829 to 1930, Chronicles composed by St. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara 1831 to 1870, Chronicles written by Fr Varkey Parpurathu,
Raza of the Syro-Malabar rite prepared by Bishop Roz S.J, Diaries
of Fr Bernard Alencheril, Canons of Synod of Diamper, Fr. Placid
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collection, Kallantharium (Liturgical Calendar made by St.
Kuriakose Elias Chavara), manuscript notes by Manikkanathar for
Bible translation, Syriac—Karsuni dictionary of John Perarios
S.J.,Biography of CMI Founding Fathers, Palakkal Thoma Malppan
and Fr. Thomas Porukkara and, moreover, CMI Congregations’
historical documents written by St Kuriakose Elias Chavara and Fr.
Thomas Porukkara. First printed copies of Aatmanuthapam(1871)
and Njanapeeusham, Anasthashyaudae reakthasashyam
composed by St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara and his letters, Biblia
Poliglotta, the first Syro-Malabar Missal printed in 1774 in Rome
and used by Fr Thomas Porukara and St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara
are some of the vital records and documents.

I. ARCHIVAL ACCESSPOLICY

St Kuriakose Elias Chavara Archives and Research
Center holds the copyright for its contents and due affirmation
must be given if the materials are utilized by the scientists,
researchers and historians. In acknowledgment of the need to
separate between the different sorts of records held in the
Archives and in order to maintain discretion and security, all
material in the Archive is arranged by one of the following access
conditions:

1. Access

A. Open: Generally these materials are Published ones,
and might be seen and utilized without confinement or restriction.

B. Restricted: These materials may only be accessed by
the maker, or successor, or higher authorities of the Institute.

C. Privileged access: Access to records which are closed/
restricted, whether by virtue of being not exactly 150 years old, or
in accordance with an extended closure instrument, might be
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allowed on a privileged basis according to the discretion of the
higher authorities.

D. Closed: These materials may only be accessed by the
Prior General/Provincial/or one who is deputed by them.

2.Information about individuals: Access might be
denied to the individual records of people. Sensitive segment of a
specific record/document may not be released.

3. Copies: The users are not allowed to take copies of
the report by themselves. In any case, digital copies of the records
will be given from the Archives as indicated by the nature of the
report and circumspection of the higher authorities of the Archives
for which the user needs to pay a fixed amount.

4. Appointments and Visits

A. Appointments must be made with the consent of the
Director (Prior, St. Joseph’s Monastery, Mannanam) in an
application for all Research or Reference in the Archives with prior
approval.

B. Guests and Researchers are requested to attach a letter
of recommendation from their University/Institution.

C. Foreign researchers are asked to bring a permission
letter from the discretionary delegates of their nation in Indiaand
also a copy of their passport and visa.

D. Visitors and Researchers are expected to present a
valid Identity card with photo identification (other than CMI
members).

Contribute to the Collection and Take up conservation work

We would like to invite the members of the Congregation to use our
Archives at Mannanam as a centre of primary and secondary sources
for doing Research on St Kuriakose Elias Chavara, other founding
fathers, our congregation, Syro-Malabar Church, etc.
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News & Views

Dharmaram News

June 2016
1. Dharmaram Retreat

The new academic year 2016-17 began in Dharmaram
College prayerfully with the Annual retreat (May 22-28)
preached by Rev. Dr. Jose Mariadass OIC, former Superior
General of the Congregation. The insights and reflections
during the retreat helped the community to enter into the
academic year with a new momentum and motivation.

2. Inauguration of Academic Year 2016 -17

Academic Year 2016-17 commenced at DVK, on
Wednesday, 01 June with concelebrated Solemn Divine
Liturgy in the Dharmaram chapel. Rev. Dr. Thomas Aykara,
Rector preached the homily. The Inaugural session at JBC
auditorium, DVK, was presided over by Rev. Fr. Paulachan
Kochappilly, the President. Rev. Fr. Benny Nalkara,
Registrar welcomed the gathering and Rev. Fr. Rector took
the floor to felicitate the gathering.
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Elections: General Beadles and LCA Secretaries

Elections to the positions of the General Beadles and LCA
secretaries were conducted on 10 June. “Meet the
Candidate” programme was very creative. Bro. Bijo Manjalil
was elected as General Beadle, Bro. Lijo Thekkanath as
Assistant General Beadle, Bro. Augustine Mlavarayil as LCA
Secretary and Bro. Tephin Kunnappillil as LCA Joint
Secretary.

Feast of the Sacred Heart

The Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus was solemnly celebrated
on 19 June. The Concelebrated Solemn Divine Liturgy was
presided over by Rev. Fr. Rector and Fr. Thomas Kallukalam
gave the homily. The presence of members of neighbouring
Religious Communities and around thousand parishners
during the Divine Liturgy and the Eucharistic procession
graced the occasion. Bp. Antony Kariyil officiated the
concluding benediction at JBC auditorium, DVK.

Chavara Lectures

102t
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The fourth annual Chavara Lectures was organized under
the auspices of Centre for the Study and Research on
Chavara on Wednesday15 June. Rev. Fr. Joseph Xavier SJ,
Gregorian University, Rome, was the resource person. The
theme was Life of St. Chavara as Mercy in Practice.

6. New Comers’ day

Dharmaram welcomed the New Comers formally on 28 June.
Newly joined brothers and fathers introduced themselves to
the community. The programme was coordinated by 1 year
Philosophy students.

July 2016

1. Blessing of New Block : Christ University
New block for the faculty of Automobile engineering at the
Kengeri Campus of Christ University, was blessed and

inaugurated on 16 July, 2016. Rev. Dr. Thomas Aykara,
Rector and Chancellor, officiated the blessing ceremony.

2. Conference: Journal of Dharma
DVK, in association with Journal of Dharma and

Globethics.net, organized a two day conference on ‘Feminine
Genius: Women Leadership for a Just and Compassionate
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Society’ on 29 and 30 July, 2016. Rev. Dr. Paul Achandy,
Prior General and Vice-chancellor, DVK, inaugurated the
conference. There were different sessions and many eminent
personalities attended the conference.

3. Hearty congratulations to Rev. Dr. Saju Chackalackal
Rev. Dr. Saju Chackalackal, Dean of the faculty of Philosophy,

Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram was appointed the General
Councilor for Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry on 24
July. This new appointment is certainly an irreparable loss
for DVK and for the entire Dharmaram; but this is certainly
for the good of the Congregation.

August 2016

1. New Dean for the Faculty of Philosophy

104 t

Rev. Dr. Jose Nandhikkara was elected and appointed
the Dean of the faculty of Philosophy. Best wishes and sincere
prayers.

Bishop Jonas Thaliath CMI Endowment Lectures

Bishop Jonas Thaliath, CMI Endowment Lectures 2016-
17 was organized by Faculty of Theology on 3 and 4 August.
Dr. Mrs. Lisa Sowle Cahill, Boston College, USA delivered
six lectures on A Theology and Praxis of Women’s
Empowerment
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3. Blessing of New Living Quarters for Dharmaram
Domestic Staff

The newly built living quarters for the Dharmaram domestic
staff was blessed by Rev. Fr. Prior General on 06 August,
2016. All the members of the General Council, many Fathers
and Brothers of Dharmaram were present.

4. Fr. Canisius CMI Endowment Lectures

Fr. Canisius CMI endowment lectures was inaugurated by
Fr. Prior General on 06 August 2016. Fr. Paulachan
Kochappilly, the president, DVK, presided over the
function. Dr. Anto Karokaran CMI was the resource person.
The theme was Mission: An Alternative Model. Rev. Dr.
Thomas Aykara, Rector, shared the memories on Fr.
Canisius, during his concluding message. The programme
was organized by Vinayasadhana, DVK under the
leadership of Rev. Dr. Francis Thonnippara, the director.

5. Canonical Visitation: 18 July to 08 August

Fr, General’s Canonical visitation revitalized the whole
Dharmaram community. The report of the *Study Committee
for Restructuring Dharmaram for Effective Formation’ was
discussed in the joint-meeting of the members of General
Council and the Dharmaram Local Council, held on 06
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August. The discussions went well and gave the members
more clarifications. During his concluding conference on 08
August Fr. General told that we must give space for God to
work in our life. On 09 August Fr. General left for Wardha
for Canonical Visitation there.

Year of Mercy

This August 15 was a very special day to Dharmaram as we
had our lunch together with the guests from ASVAS, where
we serve free meal to around 400 people every day. People
who are the marginalized, especially daily labourers and poor
patients from nearby hospitals, had a delicious meal with us
at Dharmaram dining hall as part of our Year of Mercy. Last
year too we shared our lunch with them during Chavara Year
Celebrations.
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Carmel Vidya Bhavan Pune

Jubilee Inauguration

The golden Jubilee year of the religious commitment of Fr. Rector
was inaugurated in our community and Carmel parish on 8" May
2016. The joy and happiness of Jubilee celebration would continue
for one year and would reach its culmination as awe celebrate it
officially on 8" September. Jubilee greetings to Fr. Rector...

Holidays

Brothers in Carmel Vidya Bhavan had gone to their respective
provinces for their vacation. The then second years had spent one
month here to watch and ward the houses on an alternate basis. Fr.
Rector had visited the houses of the then first years accompanied by
their batch mates. It was a great experience for all the families and
forall of us.

Perpetual Profession

Eight of our brothers namely, Joffin Kollara, Cijo Chennadu, Paulson
Kochukaniyamparampil, Jobin Tholanickal, Vikas Kunnathuparayil,
Navin Challissery, Jithin Kuroor and Bibin Thymoottil were committed
themselves before the Lord perpetually. This was done in their
respective provinces. They spent one month in prayer and meditation
in C S R Pariyaram followed by a retreat led by Fr. Jomon
Kochukaniyamparampil. Prayerful wishes and hearty congratulations
toall of them....

Arrival of New Comers
Four brothers, namely James Vezhambuthottathil, Abin
Changamcheril, Shijin Pulimoottil and Majo Chakkumpeedika had
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arrived here for their theological studies. Hearty welcome to all of
them...

Renewal Programme

Arenewal programme was arranged in CV B led by the Vicar general
of our congregation Fr. Varghese Vithayathil and Fr. George
Thanchan, the then councilor for pastoral apostolate, to reinstate the
spirit of CMIness in the inmates of C V B. The four thrusts of our
congregation and the recommendations of the plenary assembly were
the major discussion theme. We worked out an action plan based on
these and we are implementing them.

Beginning of Classes

The Classes in J D V began on 6™ June 2016 with a concelebrated
Holy Mass in Papel Seminary Chapel led by Bishop Thomas Dabre
of Pune Diocese. All campus superiors were present in that occasion.
The official lectures began on 7" June.

Sent off to Deacons

The deacons of C V B, Rejeesh Puthiyaparambil, Sijo Thayyalackal,
Jithin Njaliyan, Clint Karkkamthottiyil, Renish Puthussery and Lebin
\ennattuparambil were given sent off as they were moving to Kerala
for their deacon ministry in different parishes which is for the first
time in the history of Carmel Vidya Bhavan. They successfully
completed their comprehensive viva voce exam. Dn. Jithin Parasseril
of Bhavnagar province left C V B in March itself for his 4"year
theological studies in Baroda.

New Comers’ day

The four first year theological students were given a warm welcome
to CV B . On that day, during Holy Mass Fr. Rector cordially
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welcomed them to C V B and in the evening a bible service was
arranged followed by a welcome gathering. The gathering wasa fun
oriented one. The celebration reached its peak with the agape
followed.

Feast of Fr. Rector

The heavenly Patron’s day of Fr. Rector was celebrated on June 13.
On the occasion a most solemn Holy Mass was concelebrated. A
grant agape enhanced the happiness of the celebration.

Sad Demise

Beloved Father of Bro. Sinto Kavil slept in the Lord on June 13.
Prayers and Heartfelt Condolences to Bro. Sinto and bereaved
family...

Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel

The community day of C V B was celebrated on 16" July 2016. We
have our monthly recollection as a preparation for the feast of our
Lady of Mount Carmel. On 15" July, the campus houses were invited
for a special high tea. On 16" there was most solemn Holy Mass and
renewal of vows. For the renewal of vows, all the C M | fathers in P
G and NVSE were present. The celebration was followed by an
agape at lunch.

Birthday Celebration of Fr. Sony

We celebrated the birthday of Fr. Sony on 8" August. Bro. Anu
\ellappally gave the homily in the Holy Mass. We cut the cake and
wished him in at breakfast. There was a small gathering in the night
followed by a delicious dinner.

Christ College News
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Christ College is becoming one of the most prestigious institutions in
Pune under the powerful leadership of Fr. Sony. He is really working
hard to bring the institution to the lime light in the education scenario
of Pune. The construction work is in progress and a new five storey
building will be erected within a short span of time.

Parish News

The new office bearers of the Parish were elected and took
charge for the year 2016-2017. New ward councilors were also
elected.

Abulletin named “Carmel Voice” under the leadership of
Carmel communications led by brothers, Jithin Kuroor, Cijo Chennadu
and Abin Changamcharil is published from the Parish. The last bulletin
was based on the theme “mother.”

The house blessings in the Parish were over. Fr. Rector,
brothers and councilors took initiatives and efforts to complete it
within the stipulated time.

Our Sunday school classes maintain their academic and
religious purposes. This year we initiated English Holy Mass for the
Catechism students on Sundays.

e celebrated faith formation day in our Parish. It was mainly
organized and meant for the catechism students. On 23 July, we
had a cultural evening organized by Carmel Sunday school. The
teachers and P T Awere the driving hands behind this. On 24" July,
the members of S V D congregation nearby, led classes and seminar
based on bible and our religious faith formation

110t } Sepetember 2016; No. 232




| &0/ PIMEMUO }

Education Department News
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Chavara Cultural Centre, Kochi News
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Rev. Fr. George Thanchan CMI
(1957-2016)

Born : 06.06.1957

First Profession: 05.06.1978
Ordination : 06.05.1986
Death: 04.07.2016

“For whether we live, we live unto the
Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord; whether we live
therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s.”
(Rom. 14:8)

Rev. Fr. George Thanchan (59) was
called for eternal reward on July 4, 2016 at 6:45 am at SUT
Hospital, Trivandrum in Kerala.

He hails from St Mary’s parish Kottekkad and was born on June 6,
1957 of Chackoand Mary as the fifth child. He has 3 brothers and 2
sisters. In 1973 he joined the CMI congregation in Deva Matha

Province and took his First Vows on January 5, 1978 and on January
3, 1984 he committed himself perpetually in the congregation. He
was ordained priest on May 6, 1986 after his philosophical and

theological training in Dharmaram Pontifical Institute and Poona and
his first posting was to Mandideep mission when Bishop Clemens
Thottungal assigned him as Priest-in-Charge. He served as Secretary
to Bishop Pastor Neelamkavil from 1987 to 1991 and then the
Procurator of the Diocese of Sagar from 1988 to 1991. Thereafter
he pursued his higher studies in Rome in Canon Law and completed
his doctorate at the Pontifical Oriental Institute. He had been serving
full time as Professor of Canon Law at Dharmaram Pontifical Institute
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from 2001 where he served also as Master of students (2001-2005).
In 2005 he was elected Provincial of St Paul’s Province, Bhopal.
As Provincial he was an example for conciliation and growth, in
matters relating to the diocese and for the life of the Province. After
completion of his term (2005-2008) as Provincial, he was elected
Vicar General of CMI Congregation (2008-2016) holding the
Department of Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry. In the subsequent
ministry also he has been holding the portfolio of Evangelization and
Pastoral Ministry till he entrusted his soul to the mercy of God. Fr.
George had been a powerful presence in the contemporary life of
the CMI Congregation which has a long history as the first indigenous
religious congregation. Unassuming and unimposing, he was well liked
in the congregation and the society at large. Behind a reticent and
withdrawing, jovial and pleasant face he wore all the time, he has
been adiligentand ardent religious of powerful convictions who could
prudently guide the community to accomplish so much in so shorta
time. As a professor, he was well respected and beyond questioning
and was most clear when he answered the queries of students. He
was a friend, model religious and philosopher for many who
encountered him inthe journey of life. Even amidst his administrative
responsibilities he continued his teaching at various CMI seminaries
and other centres of religious and priestly formation. The clarity of
thought, practical sense and mastery he had in ecclesiastical law was
S0 amazing that his opinion was sought as the last word by many
religious congregations, especially for various legal matters and general
chapters, and for tribunals handling ecclesiastical legal issues all over
India. His consistent contributions to the General Chapters of the
CM congregation and the General Councils will remain as a sterling
contribution and lasting effect. One of the thrusts of the last two
General Chapters of the CMI Congregation has been the Global
Mission and Fr. George was the tremendous force in
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forming a policy for bringing the CMIs to take the Gospel to the
ends of the  world; he  was  supposed
to have completed his visit to the recently started Brazil mission at
the time of his demise but for some delay in obtaining a visa to that
country. He coordinated many of the programmes of the canonization
of St Kuriakose Elias Chavara held in Rome before and after
canonization along with the fathers in Rome.

Fr. Thanchan was on a mission to Trivandrum, although it
turned out to be his last helping mission of his earthly life, where he
died. On July 3rd evening he visited his friend priests of the MCBS
congregation at Kalagram in Trivandrum, an institution run by MCBS
fathers. After supper he developed breathing trouble at night and
was taken to SUT Hospital. Immediately Rev. Fr. Bino Pattarukalam
CMl of Trivandrum Province rushed to the hospital and took care of
him. He was in the ICU for medical care. Due to cardiac arrest, at
6.45 a.m. on 4th July, 2016, he breathed his last to join the heavenly
CMils. His Eminence Cardinal Baselios Cleemis, Major Archbishop
of Syro Malankara Church, prayed for Fr. Thanchan in SUT
Hospital. On the way to Kakkanad, the body was taken to Chavara
Pilgrim Centre, Mannanam and prayers were held over there presided
over by Mar Joseph Perumthottam, Archbishop of Changanassery.
A memorial mass was celebrated in the chapel at Chavara Hills,
presided by Bishop Emeritus of Chanda, Msgr. Vijayanand
Nedumpuram CMI and a number of priests, nuns and the faithful.
Mar George Cardinal Alenchery, Major Archbishop of Syro Malabar
Church, prayed for Rev. Fr. George and shared his happy memories
with him and his contribution to Syro Malabar Church. Then the
deceased was shifted to Rajagiri Hospital mortuary. On July 7, 2016,
the deceased was taken to the chapel at CMI Prior General’s House.
Rev. Fr. Paul Achandy, Prior General led the firstand second part of
the funeral ceremony at Chavara Hills. Mar Antony Kariyil, Bishop
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of Mandya Diocese presided over the mass and gave the message.
Then the body was taken to Jerusalem Retreat Centre Thrissur, for
the final ceremony. Mar Raphael Thattil presided over the holy mass
along with other bishops, major superiors and priests. Fr. Anto
Amarnad Chittilappilly gave a very touching eulogy during the service.
Mar Andrews Thazhath officiated the crowning ceremony. The burial
was held in Sagar Bhavan presided over by Mar Jacob Thoomkuzhy
and other bishops. Rev. Fr. Kurian Kachappilly, Provincial of St
Paul’s Province, Bhopal, most of the CMI Provincials, and a large
number of CMI members from all over the country also took part in
the funeral services. The eloquent presence he has been in the life of
the church was quite evident in the glorious funeral that was accorded
to him in the presence of about 17 bishops including Major
Archbishops of Syro Malabar and Malankara churches, about 400
priests, the religious and their superior generals and provincials, and
a large crowd of the faithful who participated in the obsequies. Let
us offer this noble soul to the mercy of God and pray that perpetual
light shine upon his face and the Almighty grant him eternal life. Please
observe the suffrages for the deceased of our congregation (D 58,
59 & 60) at the earliest for the repose of the noble soul of Rev. Fr.
George Thanchan at your house. Each member is obliged to say a
mass for the General Councillor when he dies in office.

01.08.2016 Fr. Paul Achandy CMI
Kakkanad Prior General
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