W o
S DEAACINBBW-



S 002D LIMECMBE0o

No. 230 20dgj” 2016



CONTENTS

Editorial ... 3
Prior GENeral’s MESSAJE .......coveiververiiriirieiieeeee s 9
@O @OAD - TVREWO BOBMO? ..eveeeerreveeeessreerreesessssmseeessesees 13
DOTVVA00BG DDAYB ..ooovovvrrrrrrrmrmmmmmriissirsisssisssssssssssssssssssessseeeeeeeeeeeeees 19
UM LOTVAUBIUONRIMIO .ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssseees 29
@RYNDMBOLIAN0 Al)OIETMNBLOEBLO «.ceveeereerereessenreresssaerssesssessesessnns 37
2100100105 BRYWIOCAD RIANDDODNDD ...ovvovvvvevererrverrrriernes 41
B00}EMIAUBHUANO 6 210)BOGYE2IGM0 wecvvvvverrecrrressrerrrsessserrseessaens 50
TVRINEBBYOS @OOTAUNBRIGHOW] .......ooooereveerrrererrereressreesereeenae 54
NEWS & VIBWS ..o 65
AN NE@ B AUBLAIIO ... vvverrvvsiiassnssesrvssiiisssssssssssisisssssssssssisissssssssssses 71
@OMYATDL I .cvvverrererrersaeeesssssssesssssssesesesssssessesssssaessssssssasssssssssaessesssnns 92
Golden RECONdS ........ccocviviiiiciiiiccc 108

B0 LIVNDET TVDDANUSIEEBBUB.......eeeeeeeeeereeereseeserseeseeseereseseesens 112



| &0 QM PLIMEMUO }

Editorial
A Positive Challenge

The current issue of Carmela Sandesam carries a provoking article
by Rev. Fr. Joseph Elias CMI, namely, Aranu Amma? - Sabhayo
Njano? (Who is the Mother - The Congregation or Me?). Itis in-
trospective and, at the same time, a guilt trip into the past and an
examination of conscience. Examination of Conscience, Act of Con-
trition, and daily/monthly/annual retreat, etc, is so repetitive to us
and as such may have lost its newness and charm in our lives, though
we struggle to regain their true spirit. The article staunchly decries
the decline of the mother-like allegiance we, the members, owe to
the religious congregation we belong to; so also it criticizes the way
recruitment to religious life and training have become somewhat su-
perficial. And hence, taking into account the human frailty and weak-
ness, it is good to be rudely shocked to wake up with the awareness
of what is happening around. May be that is one of the reasons for
the mushrooming of retreat centers, as they have become so ubiqui-
tous, intermittent and repeated reminders, to think about “His king-
dom.” On the other hand, such reminders through articles like the
one mentioned above and the exercises we undertake like Renewal,
can also be a defense mechanism to get out of the trauma we are
susceptible to suffer from due to the fast pace and tremendous amount
of change in the society which makes it impossible for us to catch up
with. One response to this is to accept the failure and lift up or throw
up our hands in surrender! The other response could be the act of
catching up or adapting to the new developments.

The article left some kind of an aftertaste in me: Can our congrega-

tion be held responsible for all the problems and ills encircling reli-
gious life in Kerala? To be able to say ‘yes’ can give us a feeling of
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gratification: how influential our congregation is in shaping religious
life in India or at least in Kerala! Or taking it in the sense of leaving a
wrong model for others, how we have become collectively liable to
answer before the heavenly throne? A major reason for it, as pointed
out, was the early training imparted by our own revered old genera-
tion, senior fathers, who extended a helping hand in establishing and
sustaining newer religious congregations that sprang up after the model
of ours. However, ours was not the only model and source for these
other congregations, except may be among the Syrian Christians of
India, as there were other rites and congregations that were models
and acted as sources of inspiration. \We cannot take the whole blame
and amonopoly of spoiling the situation. As the first indigenous reli-
gious congregation, the CMI congregation had a special place and it
was a reference point for others is a fact. The responsibility ends
there. After all, religious life is another expression of the church to
counter periodic decline, so also, to approach and live Christian
perfection as much as possible through communitarian life style,
“Evangelical Counsels,” and a personal response to a call from Christ.
All these reflections are definitely from hindsight and so the contem-
porary influence which this congregation could exert on other reli-
gious groups may not have been that enormous as it is made out to
be.

The decline and slow death of religious life in many parts of the world
has not much to do with the CMI congregation. In the west general
attendance to the worship centers have considerably gone down
and there is a stark decline in vocations. Whereas, in Kerala we still
have a good attendance in the worship centers while retaining a rea-
sonably good number of vocations. The onus of a better training is
on the formation personnel of today as the elitism no more prevails in
the selection and the Lord finds workers to his harvest from all walks
of life, though so divergent are their family backgrounds. Not to
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forget in this context, the steep decline in vocation to women
religious congregations. At the same time, the aping of some of the
morbid trends from the rest of the world, rather than tweaking the
ideal ones and strong indigenous models, might have influenced the
style of our religious life. The presence of religious from other parts
of the world definitely brought in some alien elements of religious life
to India. The Indian and oriental style of religious life was greatly
oriented to the last stages of life, a stage of sanyasa following the
secluded life in the forest — vanaprastham. It was vanavasam (life in
the forest) that our founders thought first as a means to save their
souls. It would be a somewhat true statement to say that the religious
life in India could learn so much, which it did not, from the asceticism
and the trends in mysticism practiced among other religions, espe-
cially on the banks of the sacred rivers in Indiaand onthe  Himalayas-
the Devabhumi. Some experiments, not always with the official
blessings, in those lines could not sustain within the structural restric-
tions and a monolithic interpretation of religious life.

The greater danger for our society and religious life is the weakening
of its soul and substance. It is set in a community largely losing its
identity, tradition and character. Itis reflective of the other societies
in the world and a universal trend. Money and pleasure have
become absolute values in the life of so many in this day and age.
Technology, travel, migration and the economic pressures lead us
towards an uprooted and soulless world where it is easy to be lost.
The lines of W. B. Yeats become so meaningful and lively in describ-
ing the situation: “Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold; / Mere
anarchy is loosed upon the world,/......... /The best lack all convic-
tion, while the worst /Are full of passionate intensity” (Second Com-

ing).
To a certain extent it was the situation in which the leadership of St
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Chavara emerged at the turn of the 19th century in Kerala.
The reasons and the social milieu were totally different at that time.
However, he could garner a people, not everyone for that matter,
amidst the vacuum created by the threat of social annihilation. He
was the answer from God to rescue the church from that threat. For
this positive change the congregation he formed, the CMI, was
instrumental to a great extent. Today, the task is to rise up to the
challenges we confront at this point of time in history. While we
lament the lack of similar charism of our founders in us, it is for the
future to be our judge. It is the Lord who steers the destiny of the
world ultimately, the Lord who can even straighten our lines, how
much crooked we draw.

One of the major popular perceptions, though minority, prevailing
about the congregation is that it has become distant from the people
and hence elitist and institutional (education). Elitism, if it is higher
order of thinking, or being prophetic or futuristic, or better ability to
assess the surroundings through better exposure and better training,
it is positive. What we find in Jesus, that he brought in a better
understanding about the love of the Father, that he challenged the
establishment, is looked very positively by the world today. How
Jesus brought people to the substance (*porul’) of the old law to
initiate the ‘New Testament,” is phenomenal. Our congregation could
resist the temptation to a great extent to stoop down to mere prac-
tices of popular piety which keep the people servile and slaves to
certain observance alone. It does not preclude the need of our con-
gregation to be strengthened from within. Elitism, if itis to forget the
reality of the people around us, it is a negative stand we take and
hence to be shunned. In the distant past, the areas of penetration into
the social life of the catholic community and our involvement with
them were vast and unbridled. Today, the areas of involvement have
become narrow with more of institutional church establishments like
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parishes involving in the integral development of the families, thereby
minimizing the need of our direct contact with the faithful except in
sacramental assistance when invited to do so. And hence, we have
identified the global missionary opportunities at the service of the
universal church. On the other hand, distance and elitism, if it is through
running institutions, especially schools and colleges, where rightful
candidates cannot get admission, definitely there is room for criti-
cism. Ifitis to find justification for unreasonable fund collection through
a protracted and skewed theological and philosophical reasoning,
this is something to be decried and abolished. Just because we are
dealing with the sacred sciences, to believe that we have a divine
right to enjoy the fruits of benefits from unjustified fees collected
from the public is a totally wrong notion. Even when he had right for
material compensation, St Paul writes: “For you remember, broth-
ers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we might not
be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of
God” (1 Thess. 2:9).

Unbridled avarice and impatience in achieving our goals through ille-
gal means, stubbornness and egotism of the incumbents in adminis-
trative positions, etc, are to forget our mission and it will be resisted
by the public. Lack of patience and politeness in our approach with
the people can always leave the impression of elitism. It is not the
bane of sheer vengeance due to unreasonable thinking of a few who
claimthey have a divine right for seeking privileges in our institutions,
or the disgruntled and the enemies of the church who indulge in knee
jerk reaction through the social media, that is mentioned here. It is
the area for self examination and improvement that is aimed at here.
Itis ultimately to avoid shallowness and superficiality.

As the first indigenous religious congregation, for sure, we have a
greater responsibility. How to discharge that responsibility is up to
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each and every one of us. Our Lord tells us: “to whom much is given,
much will be required” (Lk 12:48). When we have received more,
we ought to give more. Let us rise up! Easter is the triumph of good-
ness over evil. May the Risen Lord bless us all!

Fr. Sebastian Thekkedathu CMI
Genreal Councillor for Education and Media

New Email ID for Carmelasandesam

carmelasandesam.cmi@gmail.com

\ [] J
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Prior General’s Message

Dear Rev. Fathers and Brothers,

This is the acceptable time of mercy and justice. Pope said in his
2015 Lenten Message: “How greatly | desire that all those places
where the Church is present, especially our parishes and our com-
munities, may become islands of mercy in the midst of the sea of
indifference!”” Let us open the doors of monasteries and institutions
to the Lord who is in disguise among the poor, hungry, thirsty, ill
treated, betrayed and persecuted. The Lord is at our parlour and at
the gate of the institutions. Priests and Levites remain the same even
today discussing on the rubrics of liturgy and translating the age old
anaphora. The wounded lie on the wayside, Good Samaritans are
the heroes even today. “For | tell you that unless your righteousness
surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will
certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:20). CMIs
will realize all what they aspire for if they are serious. CMIs, be
careful what you wish, for it may come true.

1. 1 Donate My Organs: Mr. Harish Nanjappa (23) was cut into half
after a truck hit his motorcycle and ran over him on the Tumakuru
Bengaluru road on 16th February, 2016. He pleaded with those
who took him to the hospital and the doctors to harvest organs and
donate these to those in need. He died due to injuries and his organs
were donated. Many CMIs have given in writing to donate their
organs. Without a second thought all CMIs shall do it. In the eventu-
ality of death, provincial and local superior shall facilitate the organ
donation by which our members will continue to live through others.
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2.1 ama Good Samaritan: Harish Nanjappa lay on the high road for
a few minutes, pleading for help as vehicles passed by. We know
that some of our departed members had gone through such a miser-
able experience. Let us be merciful Good Samaritan to save the life
of our dear ones on road.

3. Mercy begins with just wages for our staff: “A society that “does
not pay a just wage”, that “does not give work” to people and that
“only looks to its balance books, that only seeks profit” is unjust and
goes against God” (Pope Francis). “Never withhold just wages from
laborers or make undue delay in paying them, because that is an
offence that cries out to God for justice” (St. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara).During the canonical visitation and auditing in the prov-
inces, houses and institutions, clear guideline has been given on sal-
ary and all shall strictly adhere to it. The provincials and the provin-
cial auditors shall make sure that we implement it in the spirit of
justice and mercy. “He who shuts his ear to the cry of the poor will
also cry himself and not be answered” (Proverb 21:13)

4. Tender heart for the differently abled: Special Lympitcs Bharath
Kerala State Athletic Meet 2016 was held from 4th to 6th February,
2016 in LNCPE Thiruvananthapuram. 6000 differently abled chil-
dren took part and it was a great event of mercy organized Rev. Fr.
Roy Kannachira CMI. Smart cane for the blind was distributed in
Chavara Cultral Centre, Kochi, and in Ramanathapuram diocese
through the initiative of Rev. Fr. Wilson Moyalan, the provincial. St.
Paul’s Province Mysore opened a special school to offer free edu-
cation to the differently abled at Jettihundi, Mysure. In this year of
Mercy, every CMI centre shall sponsor at least one differently abled
child for his or her education and welfare.

5. Merciful deed with holy intentions: “All works done in the world
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should be directed towards the benefit of the soul.” (St. Kuriakose
elias Chavara). One of the CMI regents, during the recently held
regents meet shared his experience in Akasaparavakal. Initially he
found challenging to assist them for their natural calls and to give
them bath. But later he offered everything as an act of mercy and
transformed it into a prayer. Every act of mercy to the poor is gentle
touch on Jesus in disguise. “Nursing of the sick may be the most
difficult, unpleasant, detestable and degrading act before follow men;
but it is the most meritorious service before God. Itis true that many
saints reached the height of sanctity by nursing the sick” (St. Kuriakose
Elias Chavara)

6. Enlarge the space for the poor in our classrooms: In the Wikipedia
on our congregation, the following words were written: The congre-
gation (in non-missionary territories) has come under exacting criti-
cism of the Catholic laity and others alike for following capitalist
business practices resulting in commercialized education and charg-
ing of exorbitant fees in their educational institutions, thus making
these institutions unavailable for the poorer sections of the Catholic
laity and others. This has been seen as a stark departure from the
congregation's policy towards education at the time of its inception
(see the section on other pioneering works) and has been criticized
for being in contravention to Catholic spiritand principles. Itisa
warning for all who charge exorbitant fees without any concern for
the poor. All CMI schools shall give at least 10% seats to the eco-
nomically and socially poor, especially the BPL. If even 10% poor
children cannot be accommaodated in any CMI school, it shall not be
carried on. “Do not insult the poor; neither should you vex them,
because if God sees them weeping. He will surely wreak vengeance
onyou” (St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara)

7. Never fall in the Temptation for capitation: SNDP yogam general
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secretary Vellappally Natesan was accused of accepting bribe for
the appointment of teachers in colleges coming under the S N Trust.
There is a tendency among our clever pragmatics to collect money
through backdoors for development purposes from students and staff
and they are never caught by superiors. We shall make sure that it
will not happen in our institutions

8. Ahome for the homeless. During the Chavara Year our members
made commendable service to the homeless by constructing almost
300 houses. Lay people are donating land to the homeless for build-
ing house. During this year of Mercy, every CMI community shall
provide a house for the homeless and shall allocate money for one
house while approving the budget for the Year 2016-17.

9. Mercy Day once a Week: Every house shall have a special Mercy
Day in week or month. It shall be a special day for the devotion to
Divine Mercy and for sacrament of reconciliation and a day to feed
the poor, visit the sick and to reach out to the peripheries.Yes. The
mission of Mercy has begun the momentum in CMI family. It is
nothing new for CMIs, but has been our legacy. St. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara initiated creative acts of mercy - midday meal, home for the
sick and the dying and was an icon of forgiveness and mercy even to
his enemies advising the members to take care of them even after his
death. May his words -- “The day in which you did not do
any good for others will not be counted in your life” -- inspire us in
this Year of Mercy!

Fr. Paul Achandy CMI
Prior General
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Chavara biographies in English

1 .Father Kuriackos Elias Chavara - K.C.Chacko
2. Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara. Fr. Kurian Mathothu
3. Blessed Chavara The Star of the East. - ZM Moozhoor CMI
4. Blessed Kurikose Elias Chavara - Fr.Leopold Beccaro OCD
5. Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara - Biju Tharaniyil CMI
6. The Servant of God Fr. Kuriaockse Elias Chavara - Fr.Anslem
CMI
7. Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara - Fr.Valerian CMI
8. Fr. Kuriakose Elias Chavara Servant of God 1805-1871
9. APearl Truly Indian - Fr.Thomas Panthaplackal CMI
10. Bl.Kuriakose Elias Chavara - Fr. Valerian plathottam CMI
11. The Servant of God Kuriakose Elias Chavara - Fr.\Valerian CMI
12. Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara - AM Mundadan CMI
13. Kuriakose Elias Chavara: Great soul of India
—Fr. Thomas Panthaplackal CMI
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14. Lead Kindly Light - Chevalier KC Chacko
Biographies of Chavara in other languages

1. Der Selige Kuriakose Elias Chavara
- Dr.Jammes MuttickalCMI (French)

2. Yuga Dhara - Anoop Dev (Hindi)
3. Kurikaose Elias Chavara - KC Chacko (Hindi)
4. Dhanya Kuriakose Elias Chavara - Anoop Dev (Hindi)

5. Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara
- Fr. Thomas Malickal CMI (Hindi)
6. Dhanya Kuriakose Elias Chavara - Jose ML (Hindi)
7. Ciriaco Elia Chavara - Leopold Boccaro OCD (Italian)
8. Dhanya Kuriakose Elias Chavara - Fr. Kurian Mathoth (Hindi)
9. Kuriakose Elias Chavara GRANDE ANIMA DELL’INDIA
— Thomas Panthaplackal CMI (Italian)
10. Blessed Chavara, Patron of Families (Booklet)
— Fr. Thomas Panthaplackal CMI
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1. Chavara Amultidimensional Saint
— De. Thomas Kadankavil CMI
2. The Guidelines for Priests - Fr. Thomas Panthaplackal CMI
3. Chavara Darsan (Pictorial Presentation)
- Fr.Thomas Panthaplackal CMI
4. The Pastoral Vision of Kurikose Elias Chavara
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5. Astudy of Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara As social
Reformer - Dissertation of Sr. Bincy Joseph CMC
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7. Empowered Womenhood - Navya Maria CMC
8. Saint Kuriakose Elias Chavara, The founder of the women
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9. The Lord of Heaven & Earth
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19. Guidelines of Priests — Fr. Thomas Panthaplackal CMI
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News&Views
DHARMARAM NEWS

The Dharmaram family witnessed a series of colourful events that
showed the excellence, creativity and community spirit of our fathers
and brothers under the empowering presence and able leadership of
our beloved father Rector.

We began the month of November with a few ever-memorable
events. The Dharmaram community celebrated very solemnly the
75th Birthday of Rev. Fr. Augustine Thottakara and Rev. Bro. Jo-
seph Muttanolil on 10th.Dharmaram ventured into a new creative
programme “Meet the Great” under the auspices of Dharmaram LCA.
Itisan exploration in to the lives of great people, living or dead, and
an excellent opportunity to get inspired by them.

Rector’s Day

The Rector’s day was celebrated in a very colourful manner, ex-
pressing and enlivening the community spirit and feeling of together-
ness. The sports day in connection with the rector’s day, involving
track and field events, was conducted on Saturday, 1st November.
The athletic competitions had a very good standard and the cheering
and support of all sections spurred up the atmosphere. The indoor
and outdoor games witnessed many spirited moments and all the
matches had encouraging spectator view. The basket ball and vol-
leyball games between fathers as two opposite groups turned back
the clock as the veterans produced scintillating performances and
eye catching movements.

Rector’s day celebrated for the nearby religious communities was
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held on Saturday, 21 November and the superiors and members
from all the communities came and wished Fr. Rector and had lunch
together with the Dharmaram Community. The Rector’s day cel-
ebrations for the CMI Community on Sunday commenced with the
concelebrated Divine Liturgy which was followed by community
gathering in the BJTM Hall.

Malayalam Drama :Kanal Kireedam

The Drama, as part of Rector’s Day celebrations, was staged on
Saturday, 21 for Religious Communities and Sunday, 22 for the Pub-
lic. The Drama, entitled ‘Kanal Kireedam’ was based on the life of
St. Stephen, the martyr. The drama brought forth the message of
Christian witnessing in the context of atrocious persecutions towards
Christians around the world. The hard work and commitment of the
2nd year theologians, the Drama organizers, directors leftan ever-
lasting impression, an impression and impact that was really mes-
sage filled. It was also broadcasted live in http://
original.livestream.com/dharmaram.

We had a meaningful preparation for Christmas by coordinating a
relief-work programme for the victims of Chennai flood. Along with
selected DVK students, the representatives from each section vis-
ited Chennai to help the victims and we distributed some relief mate-
rials that were bought using the money collected from fathers and
brothers.

A Committee instituted by Rev. Fr. Prior General in council to study
the scope for restructuring Dharmaram formation visited Dharmaram
from10-17 of December under the leadership of Bishop Gratian
Mundadan.
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The Conferral of Diaconate and Sub-Diaconate Ordinations to our
brothers was held on 22and 23 of December respectively. Our 26
brothers received their Sub-Diaconate Ordination and 31 brothers
received their Diaconate Ordination from His Excellency Mar
Antony Kariyil CMI, Bishop, Eparchy of Mandya.

Founder’s Day

Dharmaram celebrated Founder’s Day on Sunday, 3 January. Rep-
resentatives from various parishes were invited for the celebrations.
It began at 11 am with a prayer session followed by a gathering and
Lunch. Mr. K. Mathai KAS, Asst. Commissioner BBMP, was the
chief guest. A large number of our parishioners were present in the
evening at 5.30 to participate in the solemn concelebrated Divine
Liturgy. It was followed by a procession to St. Thomas Forane
Church. Statue of St. Chavara was carried on a special chariot pre-
pared by the parish youth. Rev. Fr. Rector officiated the Novena
and final blessing at St. Thomas Church. The Founder’s Day cel-
ebrations were concluded by Oottunercha arranged by the parish.

For the first time, Dharmaram staged a devotional Orchestra
“Mercificat” on 9 January and gave a prayerful start to the New
Year 2016. Our community celebrated the Golden Jubilee of Priestly
Ordination of Fr. John Marius and Fr. Silvin Manjaly solemnly with
concelebrated Holy Qurbana and congratulated them in the public
gathering held on 16 January. The newly ordained priests celebrated
their thanksgiving mass at Dharmaram on 26th of January. The
Samavarthanam of newly ordained priests from Dharmaram was
conducted in an Indian traditional way on 28 January. The decora-
tion of the auditorium with lighted oil lamps and the arrangement of
the Gurus being seated beneath a huge banyan tree like structure
gave the feel of the ancient Indian Gurukul Samavarthanam.
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English Drama: Benhur

After the gap of a couple of years, the College section organized an
English Drama, “Benhur” the tale of Christ, a theatrical presentation
of the classic movie Benhur, which was staged on 6and 7th Febru-
ary. Itwas a grand success and a return to Dharmaram Drama Legacy.
All literary and cultural activity of this year came to a conclusion by
the LCA Validictory which was held on 12 February. Mr. T. Raja, a
renowned social worker who committed his life for the destitute and
the poor was the chief guest for the programme. Dharmaram was
taken up by his inspiring sharings.

St. Thomas Forane Church

St. Thomas Forane Church celebrated the parish feast on 31 Janu-
ary. Amusic stage show by a famous team of artists Thaikudam
Bridge was conducted in connection with the parish feast. On Sun-
day, 7 February, a requiem Mass was celebrated for the repose of
Rev. Fr. Job Myladiyil CMI, who served St. Thomas Parish for about
10 years, and it was followed by a condolence gathering in the par-
ish hall. Fr. Rector inaugurated the gathering and shared his inspiring
memories of Fr. Job, a batch mate of his.

DVK

Dharma Endowment Lectures for the academic year 2015-2016
was held from 16 — 18 December, 2015 on the topic “To know is to
Empower: Right to Information (RTTI) and Social and Political Trans-
formation in India.” Publication of Dharma Endowment Lectures
2014-2015 on the topic “Christian Identity: Between Secularity and
Plurality,” co-authored by Jeffrey Bloechl and Catherine Cornille was
released on the last day of this year’s Dharma Endowment Lectures.
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Paul Wiegelmann Annual Lectures on Environmental Studies on the
topic “Human Ecology: A Call for Conservation and Preservation”
was offered by Dr. Oliver Inchody CMI during 11-12 January, 2016.

DVK Day was celebrated on 14 — 15 January 2016. Cultural day
and Sports day celebrations added colour, vigour and beauty to the
campus.

The 39th Convocation of DVK was held on 28 of January, 2016
which was presided over by the new Pro Chancellor, Mar Antony
Kariyil, CMI. The convocation address was delivered by Dr. Ruth
Manorama.

Christ University

On Monday 25th January, Christ University celebrated the 80th
Birthday of Fr. Rector in Kuriakose Elias Auditorium with a gather-
ing cum cultural programme and dinner. Members of the faculty of
the university and fathers of Dharmaram participated in it. On Friday
19th February, Fr. Rector blessed the new CMI residence on our
Lavasa Campus of the University.

Christ Group of Schools
Christ Kindergarten, Christ State, Christa Vidyalaya, ICSE, and
Christ Special School had their Annual Day celebrations conducted

very colourfully on 19 December 2015, January 21&22, 2016,
January 30, February 05 and February 26 respectively.
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CARMEL VIDYABHAVAN PUNE

Mission Trip

During the semester holidays our third year brothers went for a mission
trip and retreat in Bijnor mission. They had a wonderful experience
there. They attended the retreat at Jaiharikhal Ashram under the
guidance of Rev. Fr. Thomas Kochumuttam CMI in preparation to
the Holy Order of Diaconate.

Diaconate

November 8"was a day of great joy and blessing for all of us. Seven
of our sub deacons received the holy order of diaconate and six of
our second year brothers received the minor orders from Mar Thomas
Elavanal, Bishop of Kalyan. It was a great celebration in our
community and in our parish. On this auspicious day we were blessed
to have with us Rev. Fathers from different provinces, parents and
relatives of our deacons.

Grand Christmas celebration

We celebrated Christmas elegantly under the leadership of our Rector
Rev. Fr. Antony Puthenangady CMI. The season was an occasion
of blessings both spiritual and physical preparation for advent began
before December. As per the tradition we selected Christmas friends
and Fr. Rector reminded us the importance of praying for the friends.
We made a beautiful crib in front of the house and Fr. Rector
inaugurated it. On the eve of Christmas day, carol singing and cake
distribution added to the sweetness of the celebrations. There were
Santa Clauses with angels, band music and carol singing with the
float of Christmas crib were the peculiarities of this Christmas
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pageantry. The season of Christmas was indeed a colourful one with
lots of blessings from above.

Jubilee Greetings

31th January Sunday was the day of proud moments to Carmel
Vidyabhavan family. Our 22 fathers who celebrate the silver jubilee
of their ordination visited us and offered Holy mass in the church.
They shared their experience with the parishners and thanked the
people for their prayers and support on the ways of their priestly
ministry. They were happy to offer their blessings and prayers in
return to the warmth of love and assistance of both Carmel
Vidyabhavan family and Carmel parish. Sharing the joy of the jubilee,
an agape was arranged for the community. Thank you fathers for
your lovable presence.

Welcome to Newly Ordained Priests

In this Jubilee year of mercy, Lord has been so compassionate
to Carmel Vidyabhavan Pune, to give us four new priests Fr. Jilson,
Fr. Jeneesh, Fr. Jojo and Fr. Jijo. The newly ordained priests reached
here for Samavarthanam on 6" February. They offered the thanks
giving mass in Carmel Vidyabhavan and Carmel parish. Reception
was given to them in their respective wards and associations, in which
they were actively involved for last 3 and half years. The
Samavarthanam in Carmel Vidyabhavan started with prayer service,
which was followed by community gathering in which Fr. Antony
Puthenangady CMI, Rector of Carmel Vidyabhavan felicitated them
for their selfless service. Carmel family wish all the very best in their
future apostolate.
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Darsana Wardha

Darsana Day and St. Chavara Day

On Sunday 10th January 2016 along with Darsana day, and St.
Chavara day the community celebrated the Inauguration of the silver
Jubilee year of the ordination of Rev. Fr. Sebastian Alackappally,
Rector, Darsana Institute of Philosophy, the valedictory of Darsana
Kala Samidhi (DKS) and Darsana Samaj Kalyan Samidhi (DSKS).
The programme began at 5.00 pm with solemn Holy mass. Rev. Fr.
Kurian Kachappally, provincial of Bhopal was the main celebrant.
Rev. Fr. Antony Kuttiyanickal, provincial of Chanda delivered the
Homily. After the Holy Mass, a Hindi drama was played by the broth-
ers of Darsana. The programme ended with agape.

Feast of St. Sebastian: Patron of Fr. Rector

The celebrations of the heavenly patron day of Rev. Fr. Sebastian
Alackappally Rector, Darsana Institute of Philosophy were conducted
on 20th January 2016. It began with solemn Eucharistic celebration
after which the Eucharistic community wished Rev. Fr. Rector witha
felicitation song. In the evening we conducted a foot ball match be-
tween seniors and juniors. Various other programmes were also con-
ducted as part of the festal day celebration.

Republic Day

On 26th January 2016, the Republic Day, Rev. Fr. James Pampara,
avisiting professor, celebrated the Holy Mass. After the Holy Mass
the National Flag was hoisted by rev. Fr. Wilson Edattukaran, dean
of studies, Darsana Institute of Philosophy. Bro. Jerin Illickel deliv-
ered the message of the day. A foot ball match was conducted

72 | | March 2016; No. 230




| &0 QM PLIMEMUO }

between seniors and juniors. There were also celebrations of the
Republic Day in St. Chavara School and other schools in which our
fathers and brothers participated.

Atmadarsan Valedictory

On 10th February, 2016, on the birth day of St. Chavara, the
Atmadarsan students conducted “Marvels of Divine Mercy”, their
Valedictory programme with the help of the brothers. The programme
started at 6 pm in the evening in which Rev. Sr. Arpitha SJB, The
Provincial Superior of Sisters of John the Baptist, was the chief guest.
The programme was a great success and was appreciated by all as
it truly conveyed the message of the Year of Mercy.

Reception to the Newly Ordained Priests

The newly ordained priests who are the alumni of Darsana were
givenareception on 11th February 2016. The newly ordained priests
were Fr. Joshy Kandathil and Fr. Justin Manninezhath of Kochi prov-
ince, Fr. Blessan Pettikkal and Fr. Dijo Payyapilly of Trichur prov-
ince, Fr. Jomet Kalapurackal and Fr. Jayin Kalamparambil of Bijnor
province and Fr. Meljo Parappuram of Chanda province. Repre-
sentatives of the neighboring communities were present for the Eu-
charistic celebration. Rev. Fr. Rector welcomed newly ordained
priests before mass. Fr. Meljo Parappuram was the main celebrant
and Fr. Blessan gave the Homily. After the Holy mass, there was a
gathering in which we felicitated the newly ordained priests. It was
followed by breakfast with the Eucharistic community.
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News and Views
Chapel-in-the-Mall, Peabody, MA

On February 1, 2016, the CMI Congregation officially took over St
Therese Chapel in the Mall and Carmelite Gift Shop, set within the
North Shore Shopping Mall in Peabody near Boston, MA in the
USA, adding one more center in the United States, to the three cen-
ters we already have, namely, New York, Liberty TN, and Sacra-
mento CA. The congregation took over this ministry on the request
made by the priests of the Carmelite Province of the Most Pure
Heart of Mary, O.Carm Congregation, as they could not continue
the ministry for shortage of personnel. Fr. Day Kavungal, Coordina-
tor General for US and Canada, is the Director of this center too,
and Fr Janesh who is pursuing his studies in Boston College assists
him.

The shopping center was inaugurated in 1960 and ever since it was
managed by the Carmelite Friars. Fr. Herbert Jones and Fr. Felix
from whom our fathers are taking over the stewardship have putin
about 30 years of service to this center between the two of them.
Both have 55 years and 57 years of priestly ministry respectively. Fr.
Adrian Wilde also has been working there at the time of this transfer.

In the middle of the liturgy, on January 30, 2016, in a meaningful
ceremony, the members of Carmelites of Mary Immaculate (CMI),
an indigenous religious congregation from India belonging to the Syro-
Malabar Catholic Church, took over the management of St. Therese
Chapel in the Mall and the Religious Gift Shop, Carmelite, operating
inside the Northshore Shopping Mall, Peabody, Massachusetts, USA
by the Carmelite Friars (O.Carm) of the Province of the Most Pure
Heart of Mary, USA.
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History

It was in 1959 that Archbishop Cushing extended an invitation to
the Carmelite Friars to participate in a new ministry in the Archdio-
cese of Boston. As the website mentions:

“The developments of shopping centers (ie: clusters of stores in the
suburbs) were in the experimental stage at the time and Archbishop
Cushing thought that the Church should be a part of that experiment.

The Carmelites readily agreed to be a part of this new ministry and
signed a lease with the developers of the North Shore Shopping
Center in Peabody, Massachusetts.”

The chapel in the mall started functioning from January 1960, and it
was probably one of the first of its kind at that time in the United
States of America, providing spiritual care and sacramental assis-
tance to the employees, visitors and public who started flocking in
this place of worship.

The Carmelite friars, due to paucity of personnel, are handing over
the administration of the Chapel in the Mall to the Carmelites of
Mary immaculate (CMI) after 55 years of spiritual care and leader-
ship to the people of the area through the uninterrupted service from
1960. God willing, it is the hope that the worship in this busy shop-

ping mall, will be carried on for many more years through the sup-
port and at the behest of the CMIs.

Location

Northshore Shopping Mall is about 20 miles away from the city of
Boston in the state of Massachusetts in the USA. Boston boasts of
its rich history, universities, and the ideological stalwarts of New
England who laid the foundation for American culture and revolu-
tion.
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Liturgical Service

The chapel offers two daily masses Monday through Friday, at 12
Noon and 3:00 PM.On Saturday the daily Mass is offered at 12:00
Noon and the Vigil Masses of Sunday are offered at 4:00 and 5:30
PM. On Holy Days of Obligation there is a Mass on the Vigil of the
Feast at 4:00 PM. The Masses of the Feast Day are offered at 12:00
Noon, 4:00 and 5:30 PM.Facility for confession is available on all
the days prior to the mass and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is
held between the masses to welcome those who seek solace in the
presence of the Eucharist.

Transfer

The transfer took place on Saturday, Janurary 30, 2016 during the 4
pm mass officiated by Very Rev Fr Gerry Petringa, Episcopal Vicar.
The concelebrants at the mass were: Rev. Fr. William Harry O Carm
(Provincial), Rev. Fr. Joseph Atcher O Carm (Vice Provincial), Rev.
Fr. Herbert Jones O Carm, Rev. Fr. Felix Prior O Carm, Rev. Fr.
Adrian Wilde O.Carm and from the CMI Congregation, Frs.
Sebastian Thekkedathu (General Councillor), Davy Kavunkal (Co-
ordinator General for USA & Canada), Sebastian V Moolayil
(Janesh), Shaji Kochuthara, and Sijo Muthanatt. Rev.Fr. Davy
Kavunkal CMI will be the Director of the facility, a responsibility he
bears in addition to the coordination of the CMIs in Canada and the
USA. Very Rev. Fr. Gerry Petringa profusely thanked Rev. Fr. Herbert
Jones and the other fathers of the O.Carm Congregation for the
services in the chapel and to the diocese and welcomed the CMIs
taking over the stewardship.

During the mass Purple Stole, Bible, Chalice and Keys to the
Tabernacle were handed over to the new incumbents symbolizing
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the ministry handed over. Rt. Rev. William Harry spoke after the
communion to which Fr Sebastian Thekkedathu responded with
words of gratitude and the willingness to carry on the ministry. It was
agreat spiritual experience for all and the chapel was full to the brim
with the Eucharistic community.

Carmelite Gift Shop

Attached to the chapel, Carmelite Gift Shop carries an array of reli-
gious articles, gifts, bible and books. The gift shop also functions as
aplace to get Mass cards and to have the queries about the chapel.
The facility provides various supporting services to the chapel.Let us
continue to pray for the success of this new venture taken up by the
CMI Congregation.
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REV. FR. JOSE PALATHARA C.M.I

1941 - 2015

Rev. Fr. Jose Palathara CMI(74), a member of CMI Nirmal
Province, Jagadalpur remained true to these words of St. Paul till
his death on Saturday, 29" August at 8.30 pm. On this day he
received the clarion call of the Lord to receive the final reward for
his faithfulness.

During the last 10 years he was suffering from multiple myeloma-
bone marrow cancer - and had a really difficult time for him. Even
after the medical science gave up having made all possible attempts,
Fr. Jose went to ahead proving that a deep faith, strong will and a
positive outlook to the life can work miracle. He was really grateful
to God for all the years, months and weeks that he got a gift and also
to the saintly intercession and intervention of St. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara. Out of this gratitude he made use of every chance to reach
out to the people and to be among his loved ones even without
confining to the boundaries set by his serious sickness. He was active
even till the last moment he was admitted in Caritas hospital on
Saturday as the call of the lord reached him.
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The funeral service of Fr. Jose was conducted on Thursday, 3™
Sepetember at Sacred Heart Monastry Church Chethipuzha. On
the previous day evening onwards the body was kept for public
homage at Nirmal Ashram Thellakom where he spent his life from
2013 onwards. On 3" morning the body was taken to Chethipuzha
after conducting the first part of the funeral rites at Nirmal Ashram.
The second part was officiated by Bishop Simon Stock Palathara
CMI at Chethipuzha Monastry. Archbishop Emeritus Joseph Powathil
and Achbishop Joseph Perumthottam of Changanassery Archdiocese
came to prayhomage and pray for the departed. The Holy Eucharist
celebration, which formed the third part of the funeral ceremony,
was officiated by Bishop Joseph Kollamparambil CMI and was
attended by a lot of priests,religious and lay people who come to
pray homage to Fr. Jose.

Fr. Jose was born on 1% march 1941 at Chenganacherry. His parents
were late Mr. Philip and Mrs. Mary of Palathara family. He joined
the CMI Congregation on 3" June 1956 and had his intial formation
of priesthood at Mannanam and in Mutholy. He had his novitiate at
Sacred Heart Monastry Chethipuzha and made his first profession
on 16" may 1960. He made his final commitment on 16th may 1962.
He had his graduation in B.Tec. Engineering Civil and Post
Graduvation (P.G Diplomain Health care Administration)in Banglore.
He had his Philosophy (1960-1963) and Thelogy (1967-1971) at
Dharmaram College Bangalore. He was ordained on 18" may 1970.
After his ordination Fr. Jose rendered his service as a new priest at
Deepika, Kottayam. As Jagdalpur mission was entrusted to the
undivided St. Joseph’s Provice in 1972 he reached Jagdalpur in 1974
to serve the mission. As a trained engineer many of the houses in
Jagdalpur diocese and provice were planned and designed by Fr.
Jose. The present St. Joseph’s Cathedral, The Nirmal Vidyalaya
and the Mar Paulinus Memorial Hospital(MPM) in Jagdalpur are a
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few among many buildings planned by him.He served the Nirmal
Province as Aspirants Rector at Suman Ashram Palligaon and later
the Provincial Administration firstas Councillor for Social Work
and then for a second term as Vicar Provincial and Coucillor for
Finance. During this time the first extension work of the present
Provincial House was made.

From 1990 to 1996 he rendered his valuable service at Dharmaram
College Bangalore and DVK as finance administrator. During this
time he designed the St. Thomas Forane Church at Bangalore and

some of the faculty buildings in DVK campus.

After his services at Bangalore Fr. Jose was appointed as director
of MPM Hospital at Aghanpur, Jagdalpur. He made significant
contribution to lay foundation for amemorial for the first Bishop of
Jagdalpur - a place were we provide quality treatment for the poor
tribals and people of Bastar. After acommited service of five years
he left for the States for Pastoral work in Texas and Louisiana. During
his stay there diagnose of bone marrow cancer was made. He
accepted gracefully and underwent all the possible treatments
available for sickness. He himself made thorough study of his sickness
and never hesitated to tell about it to others. As itwas clear for him
that there was no much to be done for his fatal illness, with the
permission of his superiors he returned to India and was in Nirmal
Ashramam Thellakom taking rest and continuing his treatment at
Caritas Hospital.

Fr. Jose made valuable contributions to Jagdalpur mission, to the
province and the congregation at various levels and in different
capacities. He was commited to the mission and assignment that
was entrusted to him. He maintained contact with the people whether
it is in the family circle or the congregation and did visit them
whwnever possible even in the midst of his serious sickness. He
fostered a special devotion to St. Chavara.

I do take this opportunity to thank very Rev. Sojan Madathil CMI,
Provincial St. Joseph’s Province Trivandrum and Rev. Fr. Paul
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Thamarassery CMI, Prior and Community of Sacred Heart
Monastry Chethipuzha for the generous and committed service
offered to make arrangements for the funeral at Chethipuzha.

While we continue to pray for Rev. Fr. Jose Palathara, kindly perform
the suffrages for him according to the D. 58b.

Fr. Jossy Thamarassery CMI
Provincial Superior
Nirmal Provincial House, Jagdalpur
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Fr. Chrysostom Thomas
Plavunilkunnathil CMI

Born : 23.01.1938
First Profession : 16.05.1960
Ordination : 17.05.1966
Died : 06.12.2015

‘I was dear to you all, but Someone greater than the greatest
loved me more and He invited me to eternity. Now let me be
alive in your prayers and memories.’

Fr. Chrysostom Thomas Plavinulkunnathil CMI of Mar Thoma
Province, Chanda, slept in the Lord on Sunday, 6" December, 2015
in Carmel Hospital, Aluva just two months before his Golden Jubilee
of Ordination. Fr. Chrysostom was one of the pioneering missionaries
of Chanda and was very much instrumental in the blooming of Chanda
mission. He was so simple that even the very word is not sufficient to
contain his simplicity. Very unassuming, he lived the life of a Good
Samaritan. He may not be as qualified as someone in the eyes of the
world, but he was very much qualified in the eyes of Lord and fit
enough to carry out His mission which he did truly and faithfully.

Fr. Chrysostom was born of Mr. Thomman and Mrs. Anna
Plavunilkunnathil on January 23, 1938 at Koodalloor, Kottayam
District of Kerala State. He joined the CMI Congregation as an aspirant
in the year 1956. He made his First Profession on May 16, 1960 and
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was Ordained priest on May 17, 1966.

After his Ordination he had a long stint (22 years) of services rendered
at the Bishop’s House of Chanda at Balharshah with late Bishop
Januarius Palathuruthiyil CMI in different capacities. One of the special
qualities that all his contemporaries remember about Fr. Chrysostom
is his readiness to help others, and he was a silent worker,
photographer, mechanic, electrician and what not! In the mean time
he also acted as St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara when the first
documentary about our Holy Founder was made by the Congregation.
Then he served the Province as the Rector of scholastics pursuing
College studies at Chavara Sadan, Datala, Chandrapur. He was later
appointed as the Prefect of the Provincial House, Bellampalli of the
undivided Mar Thoma Province, Chanda. From the Provincial house
he went to render his services at Anudhavana, Mission Nivitiate,
Mancherial as ateam member. After two successful years of service
at the Novitiate, he left for the States, as Associate Pastor in the
diocese of Beaumont, Texas, USA. He served in this capacity for
five years and came back to be the Rector of the aspirants at the
Aspirants House, Bellampalli. From the Aspirants house, he headed
to the new transit house bought at Kannur by the province. Itis very
pertinent to mention here that it was Fr. Chrysostom who gave the
Kannur house a shape and style; making it an Ashram.

After this, at the request of Bishop Joseph Kunnath, he was ready to
serve in the diocesan minor seminary at Raipalliwada, Telangana State.
In 2008 he was asked to take charge as the Finance Administrator
of BJM Carmel Academy Higher Secondary School at Tukum,
Chandrapur. After serving there for about two years, in 2010 he moved
to Chavara Sadan, Datala, as spiritual father to the aspirants. In 2013
December he had a major stroke because of high level blood sugar
and he was shifted to Tera Nur, Aluva for better treatment and rest.
But sadly, on 6" December, 2015, this little rose of Carmel, fainted
and was ready to go to attend his Master’s call but never to return.
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His mortal remains were buried at St. Vincent Monastery, Pala. All
the arrangements for his burial were very beautifully done by Fr.
Prior and the members of St. Vincent Monastery. His funeral
ceremony was well attended by priests, nuns, relatives and friends.
The funeral ceremony began at Tera Nur, Chanda Bhavan, Aluva,
led by Fr. Provincial Antony Kuttianickal CMI. His Excellency Mar
Thomas Chakkiyath, Bishop Emeritus, Diocese of Ernakulam-
Angamaly visited Tera Nur, paid homage to Fr. Chrysostom and
prayed for the departed soul. After the initial prayers his body was
taken to Pala where the Holy Mass and rest of the funeral ceremonies
were held and Rev. Fr. Prior General was the main Celebrant. Rev.
Fr. Antony Moozhikuzhy, the class mate of Fr. Chrysostom delivered
amoving homily touching various nuances of the personality of Fr.
Chrysostom.
Though very unassuming throughout his life Fr. Chrysostom attracted
many to be his friends and that was evident at the funeral because it
was attended by large number of people from his home parish and a
lot of priests and nuns. Fr. Chrysostom was synonymous to humility,
generosity and piety. You can never find him without the Holy Rosary
and he has left us this legacy that if you seek the help of Mary, our
Mother, you will never be sad or tensed. His austere life, simplicity,
readiness to help others, accountability and transparency are qualities
that made him stand apart and to be the real ““aroma of Christ....:”
(2 Cor. 15)
While continue our prayers for Fr. Chrysostom, let us be reminded
of performing the suffrages for the departed soul according to the
Directory 58b.
May his soul rest in Peace!
+
Fr. Antony Kuttianickal CMI
Balharshah Provincial
20/12/2015
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