Official Organ of theCM| General Department of
Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry, K ochi.
A multilingual quarterly of newsand viewsfrom
Pastors & Missionaries around the globe.

(vol.9,No.1 July

DUBOMIB) 3103

TheTimeGod hasChosen
Fr. George Thanchan CMI

@) (nOImInLl 210@dhaflo aogéesmogloqg GRIDMDHa )0
an0. MVYMIT3 GROMD B19HHVI@3 MVl.ag)o.6ag)

@O0lale @RM)EAINI e
a00. GRIMal AUWENT3 IVl.ag)o.0ag)

a0l3W AWILIMWINS 210AUOW 2 03

aNd. GROMVal HAVENIOIYLM DDADOE)S]

a)am) aLIAm0 2120102 1

an). GRI6EM AEIPIOTMO MVl.ag)o.0af)

Kshitij : A Voice to the Voiceless
Bro. BonisKarottukizhakkel CMI

AUBYall®ICAI, 2100I0W 2] (aleNIMo
@ROIVLM ZOQIEWIE3 MVl.ag)o.0af)

A Pushy Kind of Prelate
Mark Barco, SJ

0IR2d)DIAIVINEI EIL28H)MIOMD
an?. oflg8 O®»02J0eNEM3 MVl.ag)o.0af)

@polailaag aIeannIWw

e=R06mI (VO3




‘wyomamyeale’ 210010Waoad dduomarlglad
200338 @Gl AYaiga] mil.ag)o.oag)

Comeand See
Bro. Biston KoolaCMI

NH3BCUAHSO, GRMMI(@0o, @GRG M}P}QIM)o
and. Gl &dajaflgs]

Mo IEMIAIIAVB:MIW BHIAHMIG 20D

Q19. 210010afl®™aane ¢2206nilw)o
m). @RG3GANIMIY AGlW aUl.ag)o.ayl.

PopeFrancison Mission
$308adSeel alda]ja1d myelml
and. @RYMWeM] EMBBMAY AVl.ag)o.0af)

(a123MOM : @ROIVIND® Galdd)AND)
eni. enileado aomilasloen)canod

FIAT MISSION

Servant of God Fr. Canisius
alda|o®@)o )Slda8)0

| Said aPrayer for You Today

ASHRAM: A HOUSE OF ITSOWN TYPE
Fr. Thomas K ochumuttom CM|

2100102 M Ailud)RLMIW GAMECWIUS]
@061 el

2100102 |H13 @EP@IAMVANMEIBBlo BRMIOMMBEIBB)0
a02. GMIAMY al®eloBe@3 MYl.ag)o.0a])

219010 ®13AMNISM Cdh(Bo, MIANIMo
an?9. HRVloM R0OMIBNMNEo MVl.ag)o.0af)




< TheTimeGod hasChosen )

Fr. GeorgeThanchan CMI
Managing Editor

The CMI Congregation is preparing for an
exceptional event: the canonization of itsfounding
father, Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara (1805-
1871) whichwill take placein Rome on 23 November 2014. Onthe
sameday Blessed EuphrasiaEluvathingal CMC, oneof the spiritual
draughtsof Blessed Chavara, toowill becanonized. All over thereare
initiatives being taken to make Blessed Chavarabetter knownandto
prepareto celebrate the Church’srecognition of himasasaint. Itis
right that werejoice, with ajoy rooted in Easter, in thevictory of the
Risen oneover evil, suffering and desth. Chavaraunited himself tohis
Lordinhisgift of sdlf. Like Jesus, heloved to the end and now shines
withthelight of thejust inthe banquet of God'sreign.

Thisisthetimethat God has chosen for the canonization of Blessed
Chavara, the saint who led many to Christ, the soldier of Christ who
fought the schismsof hisday, themissonary who championed thefaith
formation of new Chrigtians, the prophet who foresaw thetriumph of
the Church, theinspired writer who devised effectivewaysof nurturing
faith. 1tisthisman whom the Church now exalts, to whom we shoul d
pray sothat theills of the present age may be cured.

Wealready know all about Chavara. And so wearenot writing to
remind you of what you dready know, eventhough at thistimeit would
begood for all of usto read again hisbiography, hislettersor other
writings about him. Chavara's life has to be a constant source of
mediationand inspirationfor us.

Weared so awarethat Chavaraisnot only “ours.” Heisauniversal
model of humanity, ahero of prayer and service, aninspiration for
anyonewanting to servethe poor, asource of pridefor the Churchin
India, aglory for thewhole Church. The power of Chavaraand his
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influence in peoples’ lives extend far beyond the limits of our
Congregation.

Thereisnothing exceptiond inrecognizing thegrestnessof Chavara
Since hisdeath 143 yearsago, and even during hislife, amultitude of
men and women have seen in him amasterpiece of prayer, serviceand
faith. Hislife hasinspired numberless commitmentsto humanity and
vocationsto the consecrated life. We are not discovering Chavarajust
now, though we can always appreciate morewho heredly is. What is
new isthe canonization, through which “the Church givesthanksto
God for the gift of her children who have known how to respond
generously to divine grace, honors them and invokes them as
intercessors. At the sametime, she presentsthese shining examplesfor
theimitation of al thefaithful.” (Benedict X VI tothe Postulatorsof the
Congregation for the Causes of the Saints, December 17, 2007).

The canonization isnot the exaltation of ahero or thegiving of an
honorary titleto agroup or aninstitution, or themereillustration of a
seriesof valuesor anideology. Thecanonizationisfirst anact of praise
tothe God of love and mercy, who, eventhough hiddenin the misery of
human history, poursforth hiscompass on upon usby transforming the
existence of the saintsthrough the power of his Spirit. Chavaraisnot
“ours’. He belongs to God. He can only really be understood as
bel onging to the L ord of lifewho shaped him and made him hisown.
Holinessisthework of theL ord. Hisloveiswhat justifiesus. Fromthis
perspective, the canoni zation becomesaconfess on of hope-filledfaith.
Thelove of God isat work among us, asit was activein thelife of
Chavara. Theloveof God can continueto transform usin spite of our
weakness and our shadow side.

With the canonization, it isnot only the Congregation or thosewho
have known Chavaraand been inspired by him who givethanksto
God. It isthe whole Church, asthe body of Christ that turnsto the
Father and praiseshim for Chavara. Canonization meansthat the one
whois*“blessed” until now isworthy of the veneration of thewhole
Church. Chavaranow takeshisplacein the heart of the Church-Bride
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in prayer beforeher Lord. By canonization the Church honors Chavara
Shepublicly and officialy recognizesthe outstanding value of hislife
and hiswork.

Fromthetimeof hisdeath downtotoday, many peoplehave confided
their prayers and intentions to Chavara and have experienced his
protection. With the canoni zation, thewhole Church invokes Chavara
asanintercessor.

let usreoiceat the upcoming canonization of Chavara. Thisinvitation
extendsespecidly todl associates of CMIsand to everyonewholives
their faith ingpired by the CM| charism, the source and nourishment of
Chavara'scommitment. Let usgivethanksto God and let usshare our
joy with thoseamong whomwelive. It isthejoy of thewhole Church.
Itisthejoy of the human family, thirsting for goodness, compassion and
love. Like Jesus, Chavarawent through lifedoing good. Let usask him
that it might also be our path to holiness.
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CANONIZATION
NOVEMBER 23, 2014, AT THE VATICAN

New Carmelite Saints from Kerala, India

| -
Blessed Chavara CMI Blessed Euphrasia CMC
Founder,
CMI & CMC Religious Congregations Congregation of Mother of Carmel
Kerala, India Kerala, India
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Italian Blesseds to be Canonized along with

Bl. Chavara, Bl. Euphrasia on November 23,2014
T ———— S

L

Blessed Amato Ronconi Blessed Ludovico de Casoria
Third Order of St. Francis Founder, Fransican Sisters of St. Elizabet
Italian Italian

Blessed Nicola Da Longobardi Blessed Giovanni Antonio Farina
Oblate of the Order of Minims Founder, Sisters of the Sacred Hearrts

Italian Italian
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< Kshitij : A VoicetotheVoiceless >

Bro. BonisKarottukizhakkel CM |

Recently, | read aheart-rending quotein one of
thenationd dailies-

“If you havefoodinyour fridge, clothesonyour body

A roof over your head and aplaceto sleep
You arericher than 75% of theentireworld.

If youhave

Money inyour wallet, alittle change

And you can go anywhere you want

You are among thetop 18% of theworld'swealthy people.
If you

Aredivetoday withmoreheaththanillness,

You aremore blessed than themillion people

Whowill not survivethisweek and die.

If you

Canactually ‘read’ thismessage and understandiit,

You aremorefortunatethan 3 billion peopleintheworld
Who cannot see, cannot read or suffer mental abnormalities.
Lifeisnot about complaining about pain and sorrows. It isabout a
thousand other reasonsto thank our Cresator!!!

Thank you God for what we have!

Thank you God for what wearecalled for! Amen!!!

Everything mentioned istouching but my dewy eyes

were closely swirling with the people who have eyes, yet don’t see;
haveears, yet don't hear; peoplewho have no roof over their head to
deep, whowill not survivethisweek and die, sick and afflicted, people
who are abandoned, downcast, churned and ruined.

Yes... people! Flungwideandfar, bornintotoil, blood and dream.

July 2014




No onewantstheir lifethrown into chaos. But sometime
by fate, likeadip of grip, amanfallsand likeadip of tongue, aman
getscaught. Yes, fateleads someto the darkest room of their existence
wherethey arestardugt, swirling and dancingintheeddiesand whirlpools
of infinity. Yes, some peopleareflung far and wide, borninto blood, toil
and dream.

Andwe seetheminour markets, footpaths, railway stations
and other so many placespleading day and night like L azarus, covered
with soreslonged to satisfy their hunger with what fall from therich
man’'stable. They are so many falling victimsto vice such asalcohal,
drugsand so on, yearning for acomeback asinthestory of theProdiga
Son. Thereare so many men and women likethewidow intheBible,
who kept coming to Jesus, saying; “Grant me justice against my
opponent”. For awhile, if wetakeour glanceto our surroundings, we
can seethem: thelost sheep, prodigal sonsand the Lazarues, they are
the Akashaparavakal: birdsthat lost their wingsto fly. They arethe
peoplewhoforgot todream... just liveby fateand corned to thedarkest
roomsof their existenceand they don’t careabout the socia protocols.
They just lost faithin God' sdivinejustice and fed more comfortableby
being just what they are. Their voices get dropped into whisper inthe
noise.

Khishitij, anew missioninitiative of ChandaProvince, is
an abode of Akshaparavakal who lost their original colorsof life. The
word, ‘ kshitij” meanshorizon: of hope, loveandlife. Horizonisamesting
place of sky and the earth. Kshitj is a place where the
Akshsaparavakal stop for amoment to encounter each other, to mest,
toshareandtoloveandfor them; itisalittle parenthesisisinfinity.

Kshitij issituated in asmall village called Jam, whichis
around 45 km away from Nagpur. Kshitij, surrounded by thelush and
greenfiddswithwheset pulse, garlic, vegetablesgivesaperfect ambiance
of aNorth Indian look. And the growing Ashoka trees and the bushes
add more beauty to the environment.
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Heisinhis70s, tal and thin, and withasmileawayson his
face. Alwaysthereto wel comewhoever comesto Kshitij, everyone
therecalledhim‘Major’. Heisso passionatein speaking and hetells
of everything under the sky: about hismilitary service, of hisbungalow

Tl e

PopeFrancis Vision

Pope Francisissued abold new document, hisfirst apostolic
exhortation, called Evangelii Gaudium or “The Joy of the
Gospel” on 24 November 2013. What isFrancis’ visionfor the
church?ltisto beajoyful community of believerscompletely
unafraid of themodern world, completely unafraid of changeand
completely unafraid of challenges. Not everyonewill likethis
document. Some may find it frightening. For it posesafierce
challengeto the status quo — explicitly: “ Pastoral ministry ina
missionary key seeksto abandon the complacent attitude that
says. ‘Wehaveadwaysdoneit thisway,’ “hewritesin asection
titled“ Ecclesd Renewd.” Thedocument’ soveral messageisthat
Cathalicsshould beunafraid of new waysof prodaming the Gospel
and new ways of thinking about the church. In fact, such new
waysareessential if weareto spread the Gospel at al. Thismay
sound likeboilerplatetalk expected in adocument onthe” New
Evangdlization,” but itisnot; for inthedocument Francisidentifies
areasof petrificationinthe church, areaswhere hewantsto see
real change. Thisisnot to say that the Evangelii Gaudiumseeks
tooverturntraditiond churchteachings. Instead it seeksto overturn
theway that we have donethings, and to befearlessin doing so.
For example, while hereaffirmsthe church’sinability to ordain
women as priests, heasoinvitesthe church to think about their
placeinthechurchin new ways, toimagine“the possiblerole of
womenindecison-makingindifferent areasof the Church'slife’
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And he said to them,“Go mto all the world ©

and prmc 1 the qule ii a the whole (lﬁatloi |
(Mark 16¢
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The FLAT Mission Team

Fr.ALkl(lstineAnanilayil CMI in his Mission Station in Madagasca
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Mar George Cardinal Alanchery, Magjor Archbishop, with v
Fr. Joshy Mayamparampil CMI (Parish Priest), after the blessin

St. Thomas Syro Malabar Church, Kolkata, on 7 May 2014

Newly built Catholic Churchiin Palithana, Gujarat. |
(Priestin charge— Fr. Mathew Kalathoor CM!I) 7
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FIAT team with CMI missionariesin Kenya v;
y
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< A Pushy Kind of Prelate >

Mark Barco, SJ

b il Thaose blessed with opportunitiesof teaming with
— nationd or internationd movements, or donevoluntary
O humanitarian services outside their territorial or
- cultural confines, would know just how much
: enrichment comes out of such a wide range of
coverage. More than seeing new places, it's the
meeting of many new faces and spontaneoudly interacting with them
both at personal and apostolic levels - that enhances one’s growth
considerably. Surprisesgalorecomein small and big packages, while
challenges appear whereleast expected.

| criss-crossed the country and parts of S/S-E Asia, animating
different groups—laity, Religiousand clergy - on retreatsand courses
over afifteen-year span. Oneof my longer term commitmentsincluded
diocesan renewal programs. This meant having as base camp the
Bishops Housesfor monthson end. Fromthere, our team would move
from parish to parish to motivate people toward the forming of basic
communitiesintheir villagesand neighbourhoods.

Rather than generalize, let me gladly list here complementsand
characteristicsfrom my working with one of the Bishopsintheearly
yearsof thisNew Millennium. Let’scal him BishopBlaise, for | believe
hewasquiteatrail blazer.

- Amazing was his capacity to establish arapport despite his
inability to spesk theloca language with thefluency that others
inhisdiocesewere ableto. (Histransfer from the South was
only upon hisappointment asBishop.)

- Neither hisadvanced age nor thevast areahe covered for his
engagements, diminished hiscapacity towritearticles, or co-
edit withmeaseriesof theological compilations. Early morns
werewith the Lord-in-quiet, though often late back from his
pastora vigits.
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He was far more used to leisurely chatting while at meals,
enjoying the fun at table and even sharing some amusing
incidentsfrom hisvisitsor his past, than excusing himself on
groundsof fedlingtired or sick from hismany outreaches.

Unlikethesnal’spaceat which church expansionisel sewhere,
thisBishop's pushinessgot hisdioceseto ingtitutionally grow
by leapsand bounds.

AIDSbeingwhat itis, heset up centersand welfare programs
for survivors.

Putting aside the clutter and baggage that would ordinarily
accompany anyone originating fromtraditional backgrounds,
hetook the challenge to make the necessary adaptations. Of
the Sgtersinashrams, onehaspilgrimsof variousbeiefsseeking
her ‘darshan’, though living for decadesdeepinthejungle.

Peopleof different religionscoming to pray at thelndian-style
cathedral, have marvelled at the over onethousand species of
rare plants hewould bring from hisworldwidetravels. Such
variety hasincreased their faith. Thishobby, rarefor aBishop,
remindsusthat greenisnot just acolour but astate of mind.

Althoughit hasn't been awayseasy, hekept therdigio-politica
climate hedthy, clarifying or defending where necessary, at the
tableof dia ogue. Helet hisdiocesemakeinroadswithout loca's
feeling threatened or uneasy.

TheBishop’sHouse, conspicuousby itsat-home atmosphere,
enabled both visitorsand theregular membersfed at easewith
him and oneancther.

“Isthere anything against the Faith?’” washisonly query to
somefront-pagersof themonthly bulletinsthat I’ d writeon his
behalf. My ‘no’ wasfollowed by his*yes' to print, after his
quick perusal of the same. Such pats have got meto apoint
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wheremy sixth book * Fanning Fireson Drifting | cebergs would
asoresurrect thisEaster.

- Nuns, priestsand seminariansclicked well with him, thanksto
hisfineblend of firm decision-making withwarminter-relating
—knowing each by name.

- Ceasdlesswashisstriving for minorities' rights, but constant
hiscareto shut off needlesslightsand dripping taps between
residence and the office block.

Thiswonderful Bishop wasfortunateto have been blessed witha
worthy, dynamic successor —onewell accepted and long known, and
fluent with thelocal language, having beeninthat diocese since his
seminary years.

Inkeeping with theinnovative and inspirationa ‘ Bishop Blaise', |
break with the stereotype of spoon-feeding hisreal name here. C-
Missionreadersof the South-based Syro-Ma abarisareingtead invited
to aparticipativewind-up to thisarticle. A trio of clueswould help
know just who thistributeisabout:

1. ThisBishop headed just thisone diocesefor over aquarter
century.

2. Noquarterly other than C-Mission would be most fitting to
publishthispiece.

3. Hisinitidsarethesameasthat of apioneer and trend-setter —
amodern-day * Chavara of whom I’ ve written some half a
dozenarticlesaboutin C-Mission.

Thefirst with theright guessviajesyvar@hotmail.comwould have
her/hisname appear inthe P.S. of my next round of kudosto*KEC's
Camdlited
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JESUS HEALS PETER'S MOTHER-IN-LAW

Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law of a high fever,
a and she gets up and serves them at table.
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< Comeand See >

Stumbling down thetwinkling sky
Lonely likeacloud at Light

| moved and heard ahearty cry:
“Come, my child”- that held meright,

Aswould crimson moon benegth
Rainy cloudsbedimunseen,

So could rarethe cry bequeath
Meaning misty, fainttowren,

| stood astounded: whence and what
Meant at dl thecal toall!
Someonedid my shoulder pat

Christ Hewas| well recall.

Bro. Biston KoolaCM|

July 2014



Likeafloat amidst thewaves

Far away theshoreall day

Stern | stared and earned agaze-
That cleft my heart, aswarmaray.

“Crydgtd clear shall bemy creed

To my own garden come and see”
Hecrept and plucked ahumblereed
From crowded ones and showed to me

“Depart fromme, my graciousLord!
I"'munworthy of Thy call;

Stronger mindsand bright and broad
Thou shdl gather topandtall.”

“Think | am so take courage
Leavebehind theworld | say;
Theeinthings| shall engage
Truly that will keepyou gay.

Sun and moon beganto shine
Inmy smilethat ‘yes' reveded;

| leaped of joy and foundinfine
Mereadreamthat ever | reeled

Telpy Mo Pl

L +&

“The mark of agreat churchisnot its seating capacity, but its
sending capacity.” — Mike Sachura
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St. Euphrasia Eluvathigal
1877 - 1959
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 Servant of God Fr, Canisius Tliekkekara; CMI (1914-1998)
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“I havebut onepassion: ItisHe, itisHeaone. Theworldis
thefield and thefieldistheworld; and henceforth that country
shall be my homewherel can be most used in winning souls
for Christ.” — Count NicolausL udwigvon Zinzendor f
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“Never pity missonaries, envy them. They arewherethered action
is — where life and death, sin and grace, Heaven and Hell
converge.” — Robert C. Shannon
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PopeFrancison Mission

Thework of evangdlisation often findsobstacles, not only externdly,
but also fromwithintheecclesa community.... Sometimes, itisstill
thought, that proclaiming thetruth of the Gospel meansanincursionon
freedom. Paul VI speakselogquently onthis. “Itwould be... anerror
toimpose something on the consciencesof our brethren. But to propose
totheir consciencesthetruth of the Gospel and salvationin JesusChrigt,
with complete clarity and with total respect for free optionswhichit
presents ... isatributeto thisfreedom” (Evangelii Nuntiandi, 80).
Wemust dwayshavethe courageand thejoy of proposing, with respect
an encounter with Christ, and become heralds of his Gospel. Jesus
came amongst usto show ustheway of salvation and he entrusted to
usthe missionto makeit knowntoal totheendsof theearth. All too
often, weseethat it isviolence, liesand mistakesthat are emphasised
and proposed. It isurgent in our time to announce and witnessthe
goodness of the Gospel, and thisfrom withinthe Churchitself....

Inour era, thewidespread mobility and facility of communication
through new mediahave mingled people, knowledge, experience. For
work reasons entire families move from one continent to another;
professional and cultural exchanges, tourism, and other phenomena
haved so propelled great movementsof peoples. Thismakesit difficult,
even for the parish community, to know who lives permanently or
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temporarily inthearea. More and morealso, inlarge areas of what
weretraditionaly Christian regions, the number of thosewho aretotal
strangerstofaith, or indifferent to thereligiousdimension or animated
by other beliefshaveincreased. Thereforeitisnot infrequent that, some
baptised makelifestyle choicesthat |ead them away fromfaith, thus
making themin need of a“ new evangdisation”. Todl thisisadded the
fact that alarge part of humanity hasnot yet been reached by the good
newsof Jesus Chrigt.

We also livein atime of crisis that touches various sectors of
existence, not only that of the economy, of finance, of food security, or
the environment, but also that of the deeper meaning of lifeand the
fundamenta valuesthat animateit. Even human coexistenceis marked
by tensionsand conflictsthat causeinsecurity and difficulty infinding
theright path that |eadsto astable peace. In thiscomplex situation,
wherethe horizon of the present and future paths seem threatened by
menacing clouds, itisnecessary to proclamwith courageindl redlities,
the Gospel of Christ, which is a message of hope, reconciliation,
communion and proclamation of God’s closeness, of hismercy, his
salvation; a proclamation that the power of God's love is able to
overcomethe darknessof evil and guide uson the path of goodness.

Humanity of our time needsthe securelight that illuminatesitspath
and that only the encounter with Christ can give. Let usbring to this
world, through our witness, with love, the hope given by faith! The
Church’smissionarity isnot prosalytising, but thetestimony of alifethat
illuminatesthe path, which bringshopeand love. The Church—I repest
onceagain—isnot arelief organisation, an enterpriseor an NGO, but
acommunity of people, animated by the Holy Spirit, who havelived
and areliving thewonder of the encounter with Jesus Christ and want
to sharethisexperience of deep joy, the message of salvationthat the
Lordgaveus. ItistheHoly Spirit that guidesthe Churchinthis path.

From “Message for World Mission Sunday”

Telpy Mo P
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< FIAT MISSION >

And hesaid tothem, “ Gointo all theworld and preach the
gospel tothewholecreation” (Mark 16:15)

FIAT MISSION isaMissionary movement spread all over India
and partsof Africa, supporting the Catholic Church for evangdization.
Heeding the* Go’ command of Jesus Christ, FIAT MISSION works
for theevangelization of Indiaand Africa. FIAT MISSION tracesits
beginning toacell (group) of four JesusYouth, one of the best fruitsof
the charismatic tidal wavethat swept and continuesto sweep India
sincethe 1980’s. Sinceitshumbleinception in 2007 the ministry is
actively involvedinthe mission of evangdlization - reaching out tothe
remotest villagesof Indiawith the message of salvation proclaimed by
JesusChrigt.

FIAT TRAINING PROGRAM

Fiat Training Programsare organized to form passionateand saintly
missionarieswho bear authentic witnessto Christ. Itis100 dayslong
program andismeant for those desiring to take up the challenge of full
time commitment - committing themselvestotally to Christ and to His
mission. Thedream of planting the crossof Christ acrossindiaisbeing
realized asthese commissioned missionaries proclaim gospel inareas
denied to priestsand religious on account of religiousfundamentalism
and discrimination.

FIAT MISSION has successfully completed 7 such training
programsthrough which, morethan 140 miss onariesare commissioned.
Three participants have responded and chosen their call to priesthood
through our training programs. Starting from our first training program
in Orissa in November 2009, we strive to make sure that these
missionariesundergo intense formation so that Christ isformed and
deeply rooted into their lives. Initially they attend aretreat inwhich
they get apersona God experiencewhich leadsthemto alifestyle of
Faith, Prayer, Word of God, and Sacraments. They also get trained
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for intercession, public speaking, outreach, evangelization and final
discipleship.

Trainingswere mainly focused in Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, and
North East India. FIAT MISSION has covered morethan 20 dioceses
inthese states. Asan outcome of thesetrainingsthesemissonariesare
serving the church as per the requirements from the Bishops of the
respectivediocese. After thetraining they are posted in different parts
of the country according to the need of place and the calibre of the
Missionary. Wea so havetwo retrest teams, onein Hindi and the other
inOriya, asthefruit of thistraining. Our missonariesare presentinten
satesof Indiaandintwo countriesof Africa(Kenyaand Madagascar).
Our missionarieswill be stationed in four more countriesin Africaby
theend of thisyear.

Asapart of itsEvangel zation Programmein Kenya, the FIAT team
organized parish retreats in Meru Diocese together with the CMI
missonaries,
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C Servant of God Fr. Canisius >

29 March 2014 was a red letter day in the annals of CMI
Congregation as on this day one of the luminous stars of CMI
Congregation, Rev. Fr. Canisius ThekkekaraCM I, who died in the
odour of sanctity on 30 January 1998, wasdeclared * Servant of God’
by HisExcdlency Mar Pauly Kannookadan, Bishop of Irinjalakuda,
at thehistoric . Theresa aM onastery, Ampazhakad,

Being declared a* Servant of God' isthefirst step on the path to
sainthood, and signal sthe commencement of the Eparchial Phase of
thelnquiry. The causeregardsaCatholicwhoinlife, in death and after
death has enjoyed areputation of holinessby living al the Christian
virtuesinaheroic manner. Thereputation of holinessistheopinion that
has spread among thefaithful about the purity andintegrity of lifeof the
Servant of God and about the virtues practiced by him to a heroic
degree. Besides, there should bethe reputation of intercessory power
too whichisthe opinionthat has spread among thefaithful about the
gracesand favorsreceived from God through theintercession of the
Servant of God.

Inthe case of Fr. Canisiusboth the reputation of holinessand the
reputation of intercessory power are evidently experienced by many
people. Beforedeciding toinitiatethe cause, the eparchia Bishop must
verify if, among asgnificant portion of the people of God, the Servant
of God enjoysan authentic and widespread reputation of holinessas
well asan authentic and widespread reputation of intercessory power.
Thentheeparchid Bishop must present the casefor therecommendetion
of the Synod of Bishops. After eval uating and ascertaining theexistence
of thereputation of holinessand the reputation of intercessory power,
aswd| astheimportanceof thecausefor the Church, the Syro Ma abar
Synod of Bishops has recommend the cause of Fr. Canisius.

Let usrejoiceand praisethe Lord for the gift of Fr. Canisiustothe
Churchand our congregation. Let ussupport the causewith our prayers,
sacrificesand good works. May the good L ord grant usthe graceto
see Fr. Canisiusraised to the honoursof the atar at theearliest.

Tlyy P ]

L +4

77 July 2014




< alda]oW)o H)Sldha)0 >

GENIMRIGAOAINAI (AITVoNOMIDTI alda]0 HS)M@3 (V0RL M@
VO H)GlH03 cMAEIS)aN HAILR BB WBEHI6M.

U (al®]DHl2flo)MAIBH9)BS HOBAUCNIOMW @RS VWOBROW]
@)aM) GENIMLICa0XIT3 RMa] Q6N1EU00. DB CRINHCOMIS)SS HHBA
OO af)SHOLIHOMW)o BLWOAUITa lOBW)0 CGRIGHODIENSS @RI
SO MIMMIWOBIOMWBV)o @OSWIBAEM. “O® MIEBUINGHI0)
@RSWIBR6M. All3886 2 dSIT8 OGN U3lud)” ag)aNOEM alen:
2021061203 DSVWMIGOIS AlOEOM®. DaMYo UBlUDEHU BPSWVWOBAO
oM. (1@ 16UWOsV)o R1ANOOBIOWRW)o @PSWIBo. GRM)E I
@ @1Blaclailodw)o @SWIBMEM UBlU0Y)BHUB. )S0EMIEBS)
OSW)o MV2}OOBIOPWI0 CLIDHODIOMW0 @YECOINIODIHM @S
©@OB@6M  UB1UD}EHUI.

af)iloseweo &)5leu8 @RV 1BElenea|S)H®)o MVEMaslHs
9o S}HW)0 MoOHUIBNOA|S)HWD)0 62 IQAMENEI, BRSO Bh)S)o
6NUEBBU3 BRYCOINIMBBMIH)0, VA0 BHSIM@ OO 2ICIMIN)BS
@O0 BRI &H)SIM@3 AM)aHI@Io MO @00, GENIDEIGAD
oleel aVemIG MGVl B)BMIOMUT SIS (AlTVoNEHLI
@)} aldad MENIVYEEBUS AlOOM®. aldald @SB, “aledH
SDAMOOD TVEHSHOROW 3HI0Y0 BSlHU3 @RAUNMILHNA|SIAM) af)aM)
88®o6M. B5MAUW] $)5lH08 alludlalenea]syam). aljaHemo HalQ
©a]S}aN), BRSIAHBOHHOQ|S)AM). B30) UB1Ud}AI0W] B)AIVIGE 2RMlay)
arlem eesaIm1eM B)Milo MIC3ee)cMI0Ud Mo clelajlconms
$003006M1®. MM @DEMVaflomWio BOMOAlOMWIo GalosAl
WU} HHOB MOOBHIBHN)IMIEMNI? MAAUB LEMOIWHOBE ORI @A
)6 MMIlT3 TLEAOMEEIBB)ROWV] MG E)OMAN)EENSI? BREMI GaOGOI
GBOMIIOMEA j0nEl @RAINO allUdlalee)d®oEEMO MERWD §aIYMNOC)?
MA2)OS HS1HOSB (VVELIGHIMIo (VVANHHIMIo BRAICVINSIalo
(10Ol E9HOM)0  BRAIBHD)GAUME] (aI0BMCHHIMI0 MDYHE VI
B9)aNYEEN30?

S0W)aM BOGOO 6NIORIMY0 MNIVEINE:W)o @PSWOSBEBSO6M. @RAIM
aillboanlego @RAIWES MEMOMICS0 BRAIOO BOBBSINLIS)EN)aN

78 July 2014




@IGMO GAIMNEIWIH00 @OAIG HOWIAN@. MAN)o BISlHU BEH
emaljo ae)M)AILPe® MIeIalSlen)aN)eNE. $:0WIMBEAIILNAIHHOCI
B)SlB8)6NE. @RAIGHE)GCAIME] @RAIN)OS GRENAOA Mmlelalglesn)an).
@RHWIM]H: 00CaOLNRINOEGAIORI BRAIB B)SldWBenIV] mlelailg]
06)HIEM. @RAIPO @RYUOIMla{lendm @RAHe)0 @RARITIAL

“D® MEBBUWENS88 BRSWO8R0M. ®1dl20lallm)8s @eswoso.
B0C00 H)51W)o H)S}MIOBIOHMWI0 TV AOOWIOMWW)o VIR O]
PBW)o @RAITLO HAISHA|S)TM)IN @PSWIBAEM. MAMS® ©31C]ay
Olemo. GRMIM TLIWI2OM3 TVEAOIBOYAI0 B>OYIMW0 B)SOVAW)o
miemanaljo MO al)®e®o0) Rlallmoaimuowlealss Myl
QI8©)0.”

20®00iEMIS)BB (A DBMOMOWINS aldald (alMoo G@RAINVI
Wlajlay.

Ty e

79 July 2014



C | Said a Prayer for You Today )

| said aprayer for you today,
and know God must have heard.

| felt theanswer inmy heart,

although He spoke noword.

| didn’t ask for wealth or fame,
| knew youwouldn’t mind.

| asked Him to send treasures,
of afar morelastingkind.

| asked that He' d be near you,
at the start of each new day,
Togrant you healthand blessings,
and friendsto shareyour way.

| asked for happinessfor you,
inal thingsgreat and smdll.
Butit wasfor Hisloving care,
| prayed themost of all.
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C ASHRAM:AHOUSE OFITSOWNTYPE >

Fr. ThomasK ochumuttom CMI

It is the fifteenth year since the CMIs started
running Jeevan DharaAshram, Jaiharikhal, in the
dioceseof Bijnor. It may beuseful toreview theided's
of ashramlifethat wetried toredizeinthisstyleof life
and ministry. Theashramisa house of itsown type,
by whichitisdistinguished from thefour typesof housesmentionedin
CMI Condtitutions: centres, residences, (formed) housesand canonical
houses(C. 237). Theimplicationisthat therulesand traditionsgoverning
thosefour typesof housesneed not strictly apply to the ashram. Being
acomparaivey new initigtiveit can haveitsown normsand parameters.
Their detail s have not yet been spelt out and put in black and white.
Theundergtandingisthat weshould et them gradudly deve op by means
of therespons ble practice and reflectionsof thoseinvolved inthisstyle
of lifeinthecongregation. Thisalowsfor creativity and heglthy growth
rather than gtiflingthepirit. However, thegenerd and provincid synaxes
do give certain general principles and guidelines which should be
respected. We shall presently havealook at them.

(1) Theheadiscalled Acharya (&carya): Thisword meansaspiritual
guide who gives precepts and principles of life based on sacred
scriptures. Unlike an Upadhyaya (upadhyaya) who is ateacher of
secular subjects, theAcharyainitiates peopletordigiouslifeandingtructs
them on spiritua matters. Far from being an administrator or manager
of temporalities, heisaspiritual animator, aguru.

AstheAcharya'sroleisacharismatic one, histerm of office cannot
befixed. Heemergesunder theinspiration of the Spirit of God so that
the hunt for asuccessor on aregular basiswould not make sense. He
doesnot have any financia competence, either. Therefore, in handling
money matters he cannot act on hisown but in dependence of God's
providencethat ordinarily operatesthrough hissuperiors. Heshould
be atapo-dhana (one whose wealth istapas, the spiritual power),
rather than materidly rich.
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(2) Theashram community: Opennessisabasic virtuein ashram

life, which meansthat neither inthe personsnor inthehouseand persond
roomsthere should be anything that others should not cometo know
and understand. Practice of utter Sincerity, honesty and transparency is
emphasized.

Another aspect of opennessisthat theashramisaplace opentoal
peopleirrespective of casteand creed, ageand gender, and nationality
and state of life. Theonly condition for admissontotheashramisthat
one should be prepared to follow the ashram discipline, and should
comeby one’'sown personal decision, not simply because oneissent
by one’ ssuperior or s0. Thismeansthat theashramisan open, inclusive
community, accommodating all kinds of people, and treating them
equally. Inarea sensetheashram community includesasothevisiting
sadhakas aswell asthe domestic helpers. All of them should fed at
home and being involvedintherunning of theashram. Inspiteof their
preparedness, they may fail in their dealings to comply with our
expectationsand normsof discipline. Wemust be sincerely tolerant
and patient whilereating with them. Theashram should bean oasisor,
in Blessed Chavara swords, aspiritual resort (puGya-sanketam) for
all. Certain difficult charactersand those with idiosyncrasiesmay be
morein need of the ashram’s shade and its reassuring atmosphere of
acceptance, loveand concern. Even asoneenjoystheashramlife, one
should also take pains and make sacrificesin order to make othersas
well feel at home, respected, loved and cared for.

(3) Contemplative spirit: Although there are certain features that
arecommonto all ashrams, each ashram can haveitsown specialties,
too. Even 0, dl the ashrams come under one or the other two general
categories: more contempl ative onesor moresocialy oriented ones.

Our Jeevan Dhara Ashram belongs to the more contemplative
category, and, therefore, insstson silence, solitude and prayer. Those
joining the ashram for shorter or longer periods should expect and
respect these values. What the ashram undertakesisto offer theman
atmosphere of prayer. We striveto practise and promote the deeper
kind of prayer in silence and solitude in an atmosphere of calm and
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quietinthenatural setting of the Himalayas. We, therefore, avoid noisy
and crowded prayer sessions. A lot of freetimeisprovided whichthe
individual sddhakasare expected to useresponsibly insilent persona
prayer, meditation, reading of theword of God and other inspirational
works, and so on. In consultation with the Acharyathey may even
excusethemselvesfrom thefew programmesgivenincommon such as
thediscourses. Asaruleall day long and al dayssilenceisobserved
although rigidity and clumsy practices are to be avoided. With the
Acharya spermissionindividua saddhakasmay occasionally opt for
longer periodsof completesilence. Persond conferenceand consultation
with the Acharya and other competent membersin the ashram are
recommended.

In view of maintaining the atmosphere of prayer in silence and
solitude we have minimized the use of mediaand socia net-works.
Our daily scheduleincludesthe usua ashram practiceof seva. Butitis
not made compul sory so that thevisiting sddhakasmay fed freetojoin
it or not. Eventhelittle servicethey may render or arerequested to do
should not betoo taxing and distracting. Theideaisthat the sidhakas
during and after their stay intheashram should fed refreshed and relaxed
inbody, mind and spirit. It may not be, therefore, proper that they are
given suffoceating directivesand assignments. Evenwhileoffering hel ps
and guidancetheir needsrather than our interests should betaken into
account.

Our common prayersare such that themixed community of different
Ritesand religio-cultura backgroundscan easily and meaningfully follow
and actively participateinthem. Wedo not havein common such prayers
and spiritual exercisesbe ongingtothe CMI and Syro-Mdabar traditions
that may be too strange and a matter of some strain for others. We
leavethemtotheresponshility of theindividuas. At thesametimewe
takecarethat wehavein quantity and quaity enough prayersin common.

Wealso ensurethat our Oriental, Carmelite and Indian traditions
aremaintained and promoted by occasional coursesand reflections,
celebration of thefeastsof saintsand observanceof devotionsbelonging
to thesetraditions. Considering the presence of people of other Rites
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and traditionswe appropriately keep al so the feasts and practices of
commoninterestinthe Universal Church. Inall these, however, weare
particular not to havetoo many ritualsand devotions and extravagant
celebrations.

(4) Simplicity of life: Thefirst among the values mentionedinthe

abovequoted textissimplicity of life. Thisisabasic virtueinashram
life. Thisisthe other side of the opennessthat we considered earlier.
Simplicity meanssingleness, having the sameinsideand outside. Its
oppositeisduplicity or complexity, which should be avoided by al
means. Instead, what one expressesin word or deed should be the
same aswhat one hasin mind. Say what one means, and mean what
one says,; and practise what one preaches, and preach what one
practises. Havenothing to hide, and be utterly sincere. Thisissmplicity
whichisthe sameasopennessor total transparency. Thisshould be
accepted asthetrait of ashram ife.

Simplicity should bevisibleinthelife styleaswell. The persons
should besimplein thoughts, wordsand deeds. The house, roomsand
thefacilitiesaswell asthe articles of use also should be simple and
plain. The architecture and facilities should be ordinary, avoiding
superfluousembd lishments, showy furnishingsand unnecessary fittings.
The house and surroundings should be neat and tidy but not luxurious.
The natural settings and landscapes should be as far as possible
maintai ned and the use of cement and tilesfor pavementsand court
yardsshould beminimized. With regard to thearticles of persond use,
food items, utensils, cutlery etc. also there should be the mark of
smplicity. Thesafeprinciplein all these matters should be: ‘Makedo
with the minimum in quantity and quality.” Simply becausefundsare
available or in comparisons with things el sewhere we should not
unnecessarily multiply thefacilities, incressethe comforts, and sacrifice
theprincipleof smplicity. Itisadsohighly desirablethat asfar aspossible
weavoid artificially manufactured thingsand go for natural produce
and products.

Most importantly thesmplicity should bepractisedin not storing up
provisionsand money in reservefor security sake. Wemust strictly
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hold on to the Indian principle of aparigraha, which means non-
accumulation of thingsmorethan necessary. Our security isGod and
hisprovidence: “Look at the birdsflying around: they do not sow seeds,
gather aharvest and put in barns; yet your Father in heaven takescare
of them! Aren’t you worth much more than birds?’ (Mt 6: 26). We
should be satisfied with living from hand to mouth. Wemust stick tothe
ordinary people’sstandard of life, if not alittle lower onethan that.
Having reasonably done our part, we must leave therest of thingsto
God'sprovidencerather than going for fool proof security arrangements
againgt occasionally possible shortage of water, power, fuel, and soon.
We should indeed be happy to sharein the common man’sexperience
of wantsand uncertainties. Thisishow wemust realizetranscendence
over thedavish attachment to worldly wealth and power, and practise
unconditional reliance on God's providence. Thuswe hopeto counter
theincreasing consumerismand secularism, and become agents of
change, spiritual aswell associdl.

(5) A characteristically Indian style of life and spirituality: The
Chrigtian ashrams of moderntimeshavefor their inspiration ashrams
established by Gandhiji and such other national figures, and, therefore,
thelifestyleinthemisbasically Indian. Added to that we have now-a-
daysthe Church'sclarion call to contextualize the Christian theology
andlife. Itis, therefore, taken for granted that in responseto themulti-
religiousand cultura contextsof Indiaweintheashramtry to practise
aswell aspromoteinter-religiousdial ogue and inculturation, thetwo
much discussed and strongly recommended principlesinthefield of
evangelization ever sincethe Second Vatican Council (1962-65). That
iswhy weare particular that with regard to the settings, furnishings,
postures, formsof prayer, liturgy, rituals, symbols, singing, paintings,
scul ptures, celebrationsand eventheol ogical reflectionswebringin at
least experimentally theIndian styles, patterns, categoriesandidioms.
Weawaystakecarethat inal that weadopt fromthelocal cultureand
religionswe have our owninterpretations, retaining whatever may be
positiveintheorigina dataand adding to them some Chrigtianinsights.

Ashramisalso an effectiveforum of inter-religiousdialogueina
more practical than academic manner. That wewel come members of
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other religionsto join usand have equal share of theashram facilities
and programmeswith al othersisitsdf an act of inter-religiousdia ogue
whereby a lot of faith-sharing takes place, resulting in mutual
understanding and appreciation on adeeper and personal level. We
asotry tojointhe peoplearound usinthe celebration of nationd festivas
and events, andtofind or givesome Christian meaningtotheir rdigious
traditionsand practices. The occasiona bhajan mao

alis, withsnging, reading of scriptures, reflections, arati and sharing
of prasad in which theloca sand the ashram community actively take
part areeventsof practical inter-religiousdia ogue.

(6) Apowerful form of witness: Itistruethat the primary purpose of

thoseintheashramisto livethegospd messageinitsorigina spirit of
smplicity andlove. Oneshould strivetoredizethispurposeirrespective
of whether onehasor not any rolein the programmes conducted inthe
ashramfor thevigiting and other sidhakas. Evenif oneisaoneinthe
ashram and has no chance of conducting any programmefor others,
one should be happy and find meaning inleading theashram lifewith
commitment. In other words, one sownlifeintheashram styleiswhat
matters and not what one doesfor others. The point thenisthat our
prayerful and smplelifeintheashramitsalf becomesapowerful form
of witness to the gospel truth and values; it indeed is a persuasive
proclamation of the gospel message. “ Of course, that will not resultin
satisticsfor many years; but thereisno doubt at al that, whenthetime
will ripe, thefruitswill be seen wonderful!” inthe words of Swami
Abhishiktananada

At the sametime, if others aso benefit from the ashram and its
programmesone can legitimately be happy andfed gratified. Itisalso
good that the ashram and the community are at the disposal of all the
vigtorsand neighbours, and help themintheir spiritual and other needs
withinthelimitsof theashramdiscipline. Thegrestest helpfor thevistors
would bethat by our committed lifeinthe ashram styleweinspireand
encourage them to deeper holiness. Therefore, even those of uswho
are unableto conduct programmesare effectively engaged inthework
of evangdlization by beingintheashramlifel

Telyy ade

:
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Synaxisat ChavaraHills(6.4.2014)

Visit of Mgjor Archbishop Mar George Cardinal Alanchery to 37" General \

Reception to the new Prior General, Fr. Paul Achandy CMI, after election
(5.4.2014)
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CBCI Bishopsat Chavaratomb Mannang

"». \) - -m: .
-—-\‘____. ﬂ§ R e

Bishops attending CBCI meeting at Palavisited ChavaraPilgrim Centre,
Mannanam, on 9 February 2014
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General Synaxis Membersat Mannanam with Maria Jose and her Parents
(04.04.2014)

g

Thanksgiving Mass by the members of General Synaxisat Mannanam on 4
April 2014 after the approval of the miraclefor the canonization of Blessed

Chavara on the previous day.
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Oswald Cardinal Gracias Cardinal - Archbishop of Bombay
Victor Henry Thankur Raipur - Archbishop
John Vadakkel Bijnore

Vijayanand Nedumpuram Chanda

Simon Stock Palathara Jagadal pur - Emeritus
Jose Chittooparambil Rajkot

Joseph Kunnath Adilabad

Godfrey deRozario Baroda

Prasad Gallela Cuddaph
SalvadoreLobo Basuipur

Sarat ChandraNayak Berhampur

Joseph Aind (SDB) Dibrugarh

Jacob Mar Bernabas Delhi - Apostolic Visitator
Sebastian Vadakkel Ujjan

FrancisKdlaracka Verapoly - Archbishop
Henri D’ Souza Bdlay

Sylvester Ponnumuthan Punaur

FrancisKalist Meerut

Rephel Thaitil Trichur-Auxiliary Bishop
Fr. Stephen Alathara KCBC Deputy Secretary
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Anil Cutto Delhi Archbishop
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